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Tai Yai’s Musical Performing
Culture in Chiang Mai Province

Kumkom Pornprasit
Department of Music,

Faculty of Fine and Applied Arts, Chulalongkorn University,
Bangkok, Thailand.

ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research on the musical culture of the Tai
Yai ethnic group in Chiang Mai Province are to study the existing
musical performance tradition of the Thai Yai in Chiang Mai
province and to compile its melodies. The research found Tai Yai
musical performance to consist of Arn Tham, Hed Khwam and the
performance of Klong Kon Yao drum, Klong Mong Serng drum,
Pi Nam Tao flute, Ting Tum and Sikarb rhythmic instruments as
well as the performance of Jat Tai musical ensemble. It also found
Chiang Mai to be one of the provinces with the most active Thai

Yai musical tradition in Thailand.
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The study of Tai Yai music reveals that Klong Kon Yao ensemble
performance: This type of drum is used to lead and control each
of the beginning rhythm. The ending rhythm of Klong Kon Yao
drum performance, which is performed for whatever purpose,
normally ends in an abrupt pressing of hand on the drum head.
Klong Kon Yao tunes designated for different occasions can be
played alternately as deemed fit. Mong Serng drum performance:
The distinctive characteristic of this drum performance is its grand
opening with the sweet sound of cymbals. The unique sounds of
Mong Serng drum are the “Tueng” sound which is played
simultaneously with the Mong sound. The performance has
6 apparent rhythmic patterns. Pi Nam Tao flute performance:
This type of flute is usually played in lengthy melody in free
rhythm. High and shortened pitches are used in the majority of
its melodies. Ting Tum performance: This is a flicking of bamboo
tubes with both hands to imitate the melodies of Klong Kon Yao
and Klong Mong Serng drums. The main Mong melody is played
by the right hand while the drum melodies are played by the left
hand. Si Karb performance: This is a rhythmic control instrument,
similar to the Krub clapper of the Thai musical ensemble, played

to keep all musicians performed in unison.

The findings of Tai Yai melodies show that Arn Tham is a form of

Tai Yai’s local wisdom by the elderly with social recognition through
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their reading of Dharma to cultivate g¢ood characters among both
adults and children of a community. A minimum of 3 pitches and
a maximum of 5 pitches are used in Arn Tham. The reading begins
and ends with the same pitch. The flow of the reading employs
a 2", 3" and 5" interval and extension of the third pivotal pitch
of each phrase. In Hed Khwam, the melody is divided into 4 lines
with different tune for each one. The first line is played in a slow
tempo; the second in a “slow-quick-slow” tempo and the third
is played in the double tempo of the first line. Pharses are
normally ended with ends with a long-drawn drawl. Sol is used
as the pivotal pitch in the first, second, and fourth phrases. Jat
Tai musical performance: The melodies of this musical ensemble
focus mainly on the song lyrics of the performance. Its primary
role is to provide soft melodies for the accompaniment and
support of the singing. It provides an overture to introduce the
singing lyrics. Jat Tai melodies use all seven pitches. The singing
melody keeps up with the lyrics of each song and no long-drawn
voicing is used in this type of singing. At the section of the
performance when there is no lyric the drop voicing will fall at
regular rhythms for all paragraphs. The majority of Jat Tai melodies

consists of consecutive pitches of three or four melodic units.

Keywords: Performing Culture, Tai Yai Music, Chiang Mai Province
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