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The Sibsongpanna Chronicle
during World War Il.

Rattanaphorn Setthakul
Associate Professor, PhD,
South East Asian Insitute of Global Studies,

Payap University, Chiang Mai.

Abstract

The local documents that Tai Lue people have collected can be
used for studying on the history, society and culture of Sibsongpanna
region. The chronicle recorded by Chao Maha Khanthawong,
a well-educated Tai Lue man, tells the stories of World War I,
the departure of Chao Mom Suwanphakhrang and the Gi Noh
Rebellion. This chronicle provides many interesting information
about Sibsongpanna’s history during the war. During World War |,

Sibsongpanna faced with many crises that came simultaneously.

It was attacked the Japanese Flying Squads, people put their
money and efforts to support the Chinese troops that came to fight



Japanese invaders. At the same time, Chao Mom Suwanphakhrang,
the governor, perished, which caused a conflict concerning the
consecration of the new king of the region. Many high ranking royal
family members of Sibsongpanna Dynasty had conflict with each
other because they wanted to seize the power. Also, some military

officers were sent from China to take control over the situation.

The seizure of power by Chinese officers caused changes in
Sibsongpanna’s politics. The new taxation systems caused troubles
to poor people, especially the hill tribe people who did not have
money. These people had been given tax exempts by Thai Lue
governors. Having faced with political oppression, these people
rebelled against Chinese governors. Chinese troops therefore came
to suppress the rebels and Thai Lue high ranking officials lost their
authorities to govern their people. This incident is similar to the
incident during the political reform in Bangkok when the governor
of Bangkok changed taxation systems leading to the outbreaks of
Phaya Prab Rebel and Ngio Mueng Phrae (Phrae Province) Rebel in
Lan Na, and Phi Bun Rebel in the Northeastern of Thailand.

Keywords: The indigenous documents of Sipsong Panna, Chao

Maha Khanthawong, World War Il, The Jinuo uprising
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