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The Change of Ethnic Relations

between Khmu and Tai Lue:

A Study of Textiles Cultures in Muang Ngoen,
Sayabury Province, Lao PDR.
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ABSTRACT

This paper aims to study the change of ethnic relations between
Khmu and Tai Lue through textiles culture in Muang Ngoen,
Sayabury Province, Lao PDR in order to analyze aspects and its
primary causes for the change of ethnic relations between Khmu
and Tai Lue through textiles culture as well as its influences
towards contesting cultural meaning of the Tai Lue textiles in

order to make their ethnic identities.

It is found that the textiles culture in Muang Ngoen have been

changed obviously in the process of textiles production and their



choice of costumes. These changes have affected ethnic relations
between Khmu and Tai Lue, changed from relationship depending
on each other by exchanging products to the one emphasizing
on monetary economy and trade system, which caused by Lao
Government’s economic and social policies as well as social
and economic influences from globalization around border areas

between Laos and Thailand.

In this situation the Tai Lue textiles have become cultural
representation which both Khmu and Tai Lue people as also
as the Lao State try to use its cultural meaning as a strategy in
order to express their ethnic identities on their specific situations
and interests. That makes the textiles will be used for power-
negotiation between ethnic groups and/or between ethnic groups
and the Lao Government, such as using Tai Lue costumes by Khmu
people, using textiles production for making their "Marketable
Identity" by Tai Lue people and using Pha Ched (Tai lue shoulder
cloth) for making "Muang Ngoen identity" related to Tai Lue culture

by local government in order to promote local tourism and trade.

However, it is also found that both Khmu and Tai Lue people
in Muang Ngoen still practice spiritual ceremonies on their own

"mental space" by using specific textiles as spiritual symbols for
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representing their ethnic identity. In this "mental space" they

don’t have to contest any cultural meanings from others.

Keywords: ethnic relations, textiles culture, Khmu, Tai Lue,

ethnic identity
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