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San-Ku Archaeological Site,
Doi Pui Hill:
Sacred Site of Wasuthep Hermit.

Surapol Damrikul
Emeritus Professor, Department of Thai Art,

Faculty of Fine Arts, Ching Mai University,
Chiang Mai, Thailand.

ABSTRACT

San-Ku archaeological site is situated at the peak of Doi Pui Hill,
Chiang Mai Province. It is an ancient temple with its remaining of a
brick rectangular vihara (an assembly hall) and a stupa bases. After
archaeological excavations, some votive tablets in Haripunchai
style, called Phra Sipsong and Phra Sippaed, were found. It
could be dated back to 17" - 18" Buddhist century (around
11" - 12" century). These votive tablets reveal that the site was
first built in Haripunchai Era. It is the oldest site on Doi Suthep
ancient community. Additionally, San-Ku is also related to the
sacred area of the Lawa people, traditionally enshrining Lord

Buddha’s relics on the mountain tops.



Even though there should be only one place for enshrining
Buddha relic on the mountains, Phrathat Doi Suthep was
established on another lower hill in the reign of King Kuna merited
by the significance ceremony of Buddha’s relics on an elephant
back. Therefore, San-Ku temple becomes less recognized and

eventually forgotten.

Keywords: San-Ku archaeological site, Doi Pui Hill, Doi Suthep
Hill, Chiang Mai
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