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THE ANALYSIS OF LAN NA
BUDDHA IMAGE WITH
INSCRIPTION AND ART HISTORY

Chanisa Naknoy
Department of Art History

Graduate School Silpakorn University, Bangkok.

ABSTRACT

The Lan Na Buddha images with inscriptions on their bases can
be categorized into 2 groups, namely those bearing the information
on an exact casting year and those without it. As for the first group,
the images can be clearly dated and easily categorized. The formats
of inscriptions found in this group were also studied by the
researcher in order to find the development. Then, employing
the study methods of inscription and art history, the researcher
compared the first group with the second one and the other
having unclear inscriptions. It is found that though not inscribed
with an exact casting year, the inscriptions of the second group

always bear the information of eras or astrology years, which helps
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us in estimating the period when those statues were made. The
result of studying inscriptions was cross-checked with the study
of art styles. The researcher discovered that these two methods
can be used together well and thought that they can be applied
in studying and dating other artifacts

Key words: Lan Na Buddha Image, Lan Na Inscription, Lan Na Art,

Lampang
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