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Legend, Believe and Ritual in
King Naresuan Maharaj of Tai:
A Case Study on the Tai
Community, Wiang Haeng
District, Chiang Mai Province.

Orawan Wichai
Master Degree Programmme in Regional Studies,

Faculty of Political Science and Public Administration,

Chiang Mai University.

ABSTRACT

This article aims to study the discourse on King Naresuan Maharaj
on rituals and believes of the Tai community at Wiang Haeng
District, Chiang Mai Province. The purposes of this study are 1)
to study and analyze discourse through culture and believe of
the Tai which relate to King Naresuan Maharaj at Wiang Haeng

District, 2) to study and analyze discourse processes about culture
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and believe through King Naresuan Maharaj’s ruling in the Tai’s
legends, and 3) to study the King Naresuan Maharaj discourse
effected in the Tai community, by analyzing the 3 significant

elements of belief system; myth, rite and symbol.

The finding indicates that the reasons King Naresuan Maharaj
became “the holy hero” of the Tai community are their basic
sanctity beliefs and Tai hero beliefs. So, the Tai community believes

in King Naresuan Maharaj legend through the involvement story.

The result of King Naresuan Maharaj discourse for Tai makes
Wiang Haeng District a border sacred place. His army moving
narrative is related to various places he passed by. There are
three levels of ceremonies of King Naresuan Maharaj; individual
level, community level, and state level, as we can see from the
creation process of the coins, the figures in temples and the
cult of Sao-Por Ong-Dum (the medium of King Narasuan). The
discourse of King Naresuan Maharaj involves Wiang Haeng Tai
not only becomes part of the history of Tai but King Naresuan

Maharaj himself also becomes the hero of the Tai community.

Keywords: King Naresuan Maharaj, Tai, Ritual, Believe, Discourse,

Narrative, Holy Hero
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