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Chang Lorm Chedis and Singha
Lorm Chedis in Ayutthaya

Surapol Damrikul

Emeritus Professor, Department of Thai Art,

Faculty of Fine Arts, Ching Mai University,
Chiang Mai, Thailand.

ABSTRACT

From the past up to the present time, Chang Lorm Chedis
(Elephant- Surrounded Pagodas) and Singha Lorm Chedis
(Lion- Surrounded Pagodas), which appeared in Ayutthaya Period,
have not been much described. This article is an excerpt from
the research project of the study on Theravada Buddhism and
Chang Lorm Chedis in Thailand. This excerpt focuses on Chang
Lorm Chedi and Singha Lorm Chedi with the aim of describing
the founding of the two chedis, which is relevant to the histories

of the kingdom, Buddhism and architectural arts in Ayutthaya.

The findings from the study reveal that, in Ayutthaya, there
are three Chang Lorm Chedis, i.e., the principle pagoda of
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Mahaeyong Temple, the principle pagoda of Chang Temple
and the bell-shaped pagoda surrounded with elephant statues
at Hatsadawat Temple; and two Singha Lorm Chedis, i.e., the
principle pagoda of Mae Nang Pluem Temple and the principle
pagoda of Dhammikarat Temple. Chang Lorm and Singha Lorm
Chedis were founded during 20th Buddhist century which is the
period in which Ceylonese Theravada Buddhism was disseminated
in Ayutthaya. This created competition between the Buddhism
from Lopburi or Khmer Kingdom, which had been prosperous
in the region before, and Theravada Buddhism from Singhala
(Sri Lanka and Mon. Chang Lorm and Singha Lorm Chedis were
built in order to symbolize that the pagodas represented the
purity of Buddhism in order make Theravada Buddhism righteous

and accepted by local people.

Keyword: Chang Lorm Chedi, Singha Lorm Chedi, Ayutthaya

* This article is a part of the research work funded by the Philosophy Department of
the National Research Council of Thailand, and is published under the title Chang
Lorm Chedis and the Histories of Thailand and Ceylonese Theravada Buddhism in
Thailand (Bangkok: Chulalongkorn University Printing Press, 2012).
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