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A Study on the Relationship
Between Contemporary Art
and Art Museums in Japan

Chaiyosh Isavorapant

Art Theory Department, Faculty of Painting Sculpture

and Graphic Arts, Silpakorn University, Bangkok.

ABSTRACT

Art Museum is one of the most important educational institutions
that Japan has been supporting since the end of the 19" century
and after world war Il. From the initial purpose of conserving
a cultural heritage to the building of art collections both Japanese
and western art. The country’s economy flourishing in the 1970-
1980s resulted in the construction of art museums in almost
every main prefecture in the country. The recessional economy
later, on the contrary, effected fiercely to these museums. Some
of them were not able to attracted enough viewers, some of them
have to closed down due to the budget cut. From the fact that

contemporary artists interpreting arts and using new mediums to
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express art ideas which seems to have no limitations and the
new concepts of art exhibition, museums built after 1990s thus
adapted their size to smaller, their architecture to serve and
cooperative more to art works and most of all these museums
always created various kinds of relationship to peoples, culture

and history of the places where the museums stand.

Inevitably effected from the situations above, this research found

[1

that art museums in Japan changed accordingly. From a “white
cube” neutral space that quietly supporting art, the contemporary
art museums has a direct involvement with art expression and art
experience. Art and art museum that becomes entirely inseparable

entity among examples can be seen today.

Keywords: Art Museum, Japan, Contemporary Art, Relationship
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4 2004 21 Century 17,069 ﬂ’]”fJﬁLLaB“f‘}b’Jm’l’J
Museum of
Contemporary Art,
Kanazawa
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Turrel, Walter de Maria
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NS
7 | 2004 Kanno Museum 218 13 3uTneAedumannuans
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of Art FureuvasnuTosdu
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12 | 2008 Towada Art Center| 2,078 maiLLaz‘?ﬁﬂ’in
13 | 2008 Inujima Art Project| 789 AatuAuLAe UTFULRYD
Seirensho
14 | 2008 | Sagawa Art Museum| 2,262 | Inefatlufeiieatu
Rakukichizaemon N5 U9
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wazUsHuUAnvesdatu
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