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Abstract

This article aims to answer the question concerning the concepts of heaven by examining

the art works of three famous artists: Hieronymus Bosch, Ragib Shaw, and Takashi Murakami.

The works of the three artists present different perspectives and interpretations of heaven

and liberation. Bosch represents Western medieval art that reflects religcious concepts and

symbols of the creation of earth and heaven. At the same time, Shaw represents contemporary

art that combines together Western and Eastern cultures, conveying the beauty and destruction

of heaven. Meanwhile, Murakami presents the fusion of traditional Japanese culture and

modern pop culture through the images of arhats and the use of bright colors to represent

the attainment of nirvana and spiritual peace.

“This article is part of a doctoral thesis on “Parasites of Heaven” Visual Arts, Faculty of Painting Sculpture and Graphic Arts,

Silpakorn University.



273 | U9 17 adudl 1 uns1au - Tquigu 2569

In terms of symbolism, Bosch’s works use images of the Garden of Eden, flowers, and animals
to symbolize the abundance and sacredness of heaven. Whereas Shaw, as seen in the work
entitled “Paradise Lost”, uses beautiful but fragile plants and animals to reflect the fragility
of heaven that is destroyed. Furthermore, Murakami uses images of 500 arhats to symbolize
liberation from suffering, while using bright colors to represent purity and inner peace.
This article presents in-depth analysis of the interpretations of heaven and liberation from

an artistic perspective, using diverse symbols and cultures by each artist.

Keywords: Heaven, Western Art, Eastern Art
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1. Hieronymus Bosch (1450 - 1516)
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AW 1 Garden of Earthly Delights
Note: From Artsy, 2019
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AW§ 4 ns55ens Paradise Lost
Note: From White Cube, 2018
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AW 5 naauansnssuluingsenis Paradise Lost
Note: From Mithila, 2016

Arathand1veaniniiie unusnvadlasaa Paradise Lost Wunwafilugiiganes Shaw duun
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winAnT U laveInaanu Paradise Lost (White Cube, 2016)
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AN 6 51888 D8AUINTNTSUIUNNSSANIS Paradise Lost
Note: From Mithila, 2016
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A 7 seazBunnauves Ragib Shaw (1)
Note: From White Cube, 2018
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Al 8 MeavBunnanuTes Ragib Shaw (2)
Note: From White Cube, 2018
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A 9 ez Buanauves Ragib Shaw (3)
Note: From White Cube, 2018
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AMA 10 SeazBunrauTes Ragib Shaw (4)
Note: From White Cube, 2018
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3. Takashi Murakami (1962 - {]ﬁlqﬁu)
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Tuthmmssw 1990 femsainsassinanuiitidnuasiomei JsnsHaramATanTIAN LU
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Tuauweandaily Murakami Wunddluauifidvinauniigalugaiagiu

Th Arh
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AW 11 395n353luaNSIANNT The 500 Arhats
Note: From Urban Art Association, 2016

A0 The 500 Arhats {unwinasuialgfifinues 3 was n313 100 was udseanidu ¢ diu usazaiu
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A 12 Blue Dragon (Sansthwnsfisnzfueen) luiinssanis The 500 Arhats
Note: From Urban Art Association, 2016
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Al 13 White Tiger (Fau1avnsiiangSumn) luiinssanis The 500 Arhats
Note: From Urban Art Association, 2016
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mwﬁ 14 Vermilion Bird (Unuwaaw1an1aield) Tudnssanis The 500 Arhats
Note: From Note: From Urban Art Association, 2016
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AW 15 Black Tortoise (Whsnuamafiewile) luinssanis The 500 Arhats
Note: From Note: From Urban Art Association, 2016
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TunsuansnnuAniuiferiunasiu The 500 Arhats (2012) Murakami e5u1e91 Tusfnilelinge
R werasifnazyhamaaieldlunsmeusmanliiugeuiimdmnivsmiu. Murakami 1
“The 500 Arhats a1aLdunaTiBUWNTURANL Guernica Ll a.f. 1937 Fadunmuansnisluade
Tuasnsumesdialdlusuuuuresiialines nmmatihiumiulaidluudivesmuanasanududou
vosasduszney smdseuldlaluseazdon lasesiuitainfes sugnadiatunuiuvationis
UseTamand feuavdnuasiduendnuaivemsvasififidnuasuive sufednludunuuassunss
symmATvIUALIoUDIRUsENOUMEEY (Darling, 2017, p. 31)
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Hieronymus Bosch:
Wa91U Garden of Earthly
Delights
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Ragib Shaw:
Wa91U Paradise Lost
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Takashi Murakami:
WNad91U The 500 Arhats
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