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A Study of Guidelines for Creating Portfolio for Photographers

Prang Silpakit

Instructor, Creative Photography,
Department Media Arts and Design,
Faculty of Fine Arts, Chiang Mai University

Abstract

The development of information technology and digital media in the present has made it
easier to access basic knowledge about photography. It also allows individuals to quickly leamn
photography on their own. As a result, the photography profession has become more
competitive, with numerous options that make it difficult to assess the quality of services for
consumers. This is a significant challenge that students studying photography face after
graduation. Creating a portfolio of photography works is, therefore, an important channel through
which consumers can make their decisions. This research aims to study the factors influencing
the decision to choose a photographer based on their portfolio, to serve as a guideline for
developing students in the field of creative photography, enabling them to pursue a career in
photography effectively. This study used aqualitative methods, data was collected from
fieldwork through interviews with two groups of informants: 5 professional photographers and

5 individuals involved in selecting photographers for events or consumers.

The results of the study and analysis of the semi structure in-dept interview data can be
discussed as 4 following parts. 1) Changes in the preparation of the photographer’s portfolio
2) Appropriate channels for creating photographic portfolio to present nowadays 3) Key factors
affecting the decision to employ photographer from photography portfolio and other relevant

factors of consumers 4) The impact of the digital era on the profession of a photographer.

"This article is a part of research titled “The Study of Appropriate Approaches to Presenting Photography Portfolio”, funded by
research grants for creative research and academic creative work from Faculty of Fine Arts, Chiang Mai University in 2018. Research
completed in 2019.
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Suggestions for study in the future; 1) This study was done in the context of commercial
photographers not including fine art photographers who might use a different way of
presenting their works. 2) Under the rapid change in society and customer needs the result of

this study may not be applied in the future so future studies may be needed.

Keywords: Digital Society, Photography Portfolio, Photographer
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