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Suan Sunandha Rajabhat University Faculty of Fine and Applied Art,
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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study Likay performance style in the digital age and to analyze
the factors that originate Likay in the digital age. The research was conducted based on research
textbooks, field data collection, interviews with professional Likay academics, professional Likay artists
and contemporary Likay artists, and participant and non-participatory observations. The researcher
had the opportunities to do participant observation by performing Likay online with the Likay troupe.
Additionally, the non-participatory observation was arranged by viewing Likay performances online

through social media applications.

The major findings revealed that the digital age is an era where people pay attention to and rely on
technology to facilitate their daily lives, both operational and entertained by social media. This allows
us to see the performing arts widely appear in the present era, one of which is the Likay performance.
In the digital age, Likay is popular for both artists and audiences to appear widely during 2017-2021.
In the digital age, there are three types of Likay: 1) Nightly Likay performance in an open-air place
2) Occasionally Likay performance 3) Comtemporary Likay performance. In the digital age, there were
two Likay performance forms: 1) Likay On-site with the audiences and 2) Likay Online presenting via
social media platforms. The emerging of Likay performance in the digital age was based on three
factors: 1) social trends that people pay more attention to social media, 2) situation in the country
— Thailand faces problems of Covid 19, and 3) the changing of Likay audience’s core value. All
aforementioned factors cause Likay performers to adapt themselves and the shows for surviving and
earning the living in the digital era. The findings of this research could reflect the issue of performing
arts and its continuous development in a changing world, which is the foundation of artistic stability

that grows with the world in every era that will lead to sustainable growth of aesthetic work.

Keywords: Likay, Age of digital, Show style, Adaptation

'This research paper is part of the thesis entitled “Likay in the Digital Age”. Graduate level Major Performing Arts, Faculty of Fine
and Applied Art, Suan sunandha rajabhat University
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