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The Creation of Story-telling Art Work of the Tale of
Mr. Thongdee and a Man with Two Kettles '

Supachai Sastrasara
Assistant Professor of Division of Interdisciplinary Arts,

Department of Visual Arts, Faculty of Fine Arts, Chiang Mai University

Abstract

Stories of human beings trigger the thinking, questioning and construction to the status as
human beings in the environs of materialism. What kind of thinking have such stories trigger,
what feelings they cause towards the way of life that has been changed under the flow of
the changing culture, and the advancement of technologies and remote communication?
Collateral effects caused from radical development in various dimensions have led to the
destruction of cultural roots, the abandonment of ethnicity, and the loss of domestic wisdoms,
love for motherland, visions and ways of thinking that have been passed on from ancestors
for a long period of time. All the aforementioned phenomena are consequences of material
development that has been ahead of people (and thus has dominated people). In this project,
l, the Author, have studied on changes in all the aforementioned matters throughout the life

in order to understand the natures and statuses of changes.

Pati Thongdee and |, two friends with different ages, have had many conversations, with
music played along. The more conversations we have had the closer our relationship is. It is
the close and flowing relationship between an upstream person and a downstream person,
each of which play his own roles and supports each other in order to tell the stories of forest,

water and motherland that give to people who live on highlands and plains lives and food.

' This research article is a part of the research project entitled “The Creation of Story-telling Art Work of the
Tale of Mr.Thongdee and a Man with Two Kettles” which receives funding from Faculty of Fine Arts, Chiang
Mai University, for the fiscal year of 2018.
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The work in this project is created by the team of no less than 30 members who are sculptors,
painters, writers, story tellers and even the governor of Kalayaniwatthana District who facili-
tates the transportation of 5 cubic meters of laterite to Rampoeng Kraboksiangsathan in order
to create the environs to be in accordance with the needs of the artists. All the components

work together to tell the story of people and fertility of forest through art works.

Not only does the dissemination of the work in this project aim at the attainment of new
meanings of aestheticism but it also, in my opinion and belief, urges audiences, with key
story and contents of this art works, to question the life, society and things, with the emphasis
on the key principles of arts. As for the presentation of the works in this project, | use some
of my highlighted works in the past 5 years as the complements that show the process of
creation in terms of patterns, techniques, concepts, and attitudes and beliefs concerning the
creation of my works in order to reflect the dispositions and objectives of the creation of the

works.

Keywords: Aestheticism, Modern Arts, Life, The Society, Story Telling
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AT 1 wau Sculpture, Installation“Lightning Conductor”
(© Supachai Sastrasara 2009)
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3.2 Local Mask, 2015
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m‘wﬁ 3 Performance “Local Mask”
(© Supachai Sastrasara 2015)
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living in natural land created and given to them by the
. _thus they protected it in return. -
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‘Women Sun, Men Moon’: the phrase in Pgaz K'Nyau depicts the concept of women as a faithful
provider. While the sun consistently rises and falls regardiess of locations and seasons, women hold
responsibilities towards their family in the same fashion. They prepare meals for family members;
supply accessories their husbands might need working in the fields, feed their families’ livestock and keep
healthy home environment. Their role is to stabilize, the task that require utmost dedication, cautiousness
and trustworthiness. The moon, on the other hand, changes it appearance on a daily basis.

This moon phases help us keep track of days, months, and years. Our calendar is based on it; hence
the moon dictates dates of our festivals, seed planting, blessed dates for house building and so on.
The same way the moon gives us solutions, men’s role is to think, calculate,
get answers and use them as guidance.

Pgaz K’'Nyau people helieve that since time immemorial, different roles of women and men exist.

A 4 Desien “Frthnee”
(© Supachai Sastrasara 2016)
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mwﬁ 5 Installation “Decha of mountain, the man who have two kettles”
(© Supachai Sastrasara 2016)
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(© Supachai Sastrasara 2017)
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(© Supachai Sastrasara 2017)
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(© Supachai Sastrasara 2017)
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