223 | Ui 12 atuil 2 nangrAs - SunAu 2564

aYa123IATUIARITY Bl LTINDEFWIN A dInLbeslval:
UnaduudinnsdurisaungananagulAsIte

received 10 AUG 2020 revised 11 NOV 2020 accepted 24 NOV 2020

3. NOBAN NN
589A1@NS13158UTLINAULINTNTTY
USERANINTIULALATNALN
WINeauAalng

UNANED

BUANTIATUIATITY MUSEAYEIU U LTamegawn Javrindisdlvd Daudagasnaluinauseanaes
Janin winpniuegwiuwiufiundrsvsduddngvesmyuyianunndsensyesuasdnininan
YIUUINT “Unygywisaruunive” nsfinwideyafedfudiuseTivesasundsite nsstdnwamun
ANTBNTNALYNEA YA 5AUTEAN YR UITHTUNNAUNINNEIATN S AV UVDS
WU FuilinnsUdigansisaustleridnuinuninemionantiuvengursitednsa
L@59dunnlasinis lneusiAainglassadnuang uenaintunisfnwdseifnisasiaeyannsd
aa o oo & =2 &N %o g v v | o a - § '
AsUATITY NEaEeeIuule 7 U Aviliaunsaaguledn sunded3anurriideasnaiusening
U w.A. 2499 - 2501 sonuuukazdudrudsuelag anans1ansdfald fisees wasdou Buds Wuldu
29ANTE Nd1AYINUANgIUENa T IANUNENF TS TNENFARY Feaun5aRind19399517
a U a a | a ac 1 o = Aa o Y v yy H4 1% a [ v X -
WNeafuansujnsdurisdaaenanaguirsidelaneaulii “aswlanuihdilvadoudumile
I = ' o A aA N 1 o a 9 aa o & o
rlivemByugaduruiuiiondednidn” dunuieiivennginavesrsuraiiteidgniiluynles
Vv Ay - a oA v ' v A = [ o v ad a = a
fuTuUaeugiina laeiadenuin Tui 17 nguwaiau wea. 2507 gaduiuyisgisidaeugiina
denszuaihUelnatrdounduiumilesuuewhuvudulouginaduundnesen nsuseivgugy
waoAsUIRTITe T Ingedntdadnialaluiutu uindnguenalsidnii sUnasvetnguIATIte
lagndayByTuyssAvguuuniugu a i@nesamn luiud 8 Squieu w.a. 2506 10191993491

= A

I a, o d' 1 = a a 6 Y [ I3 aa o a
maaLﬂumiﬂmmﬂmmummeummgmiaLmaa%z’mnaul,ﬂuamzmamgmmwdﬂimﬂim

AdAy: aua13dineg, Useiimansfauzadelnilng, Sruseifagunaiide



224

JO JOURNAL OF
FA FINE ARTS
J1sansovasAad

Khruba Srivichai Monument at the Foothill Doi Suthep
Chiang Mai: The Closure of the Legend of Miracles

Surrounding The Monk’s Holy Proclamation

Krisana Honguten, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of Faculty of Painting,
Sculpture and Graphic Arts,

Silpakorn University

Abstract

Although the Kruba Srivichai Monument, located at the foothill Doi Suthep Chiang Mai, was
constructed with funds from the Chiang Mai provincial budsget, it was closely tied to the great
faith and reverence of the Lanna people towards the holy monk who was called the “Saint
of the Lanna Thai”. The study of the biography of Pra Kruba Srivichai, the great developer and
most influential monk of the era, has revealed the immense faith and respect of the Lanna
people towards him, which explains why all of his countless public construction and renovation
works were easily completed without any hindrances. Additionally, the study of the history of
the Kruba Srivichai monument construction, which took seven years to be completed, ha
enabled us to conclude that the Kruba Srivichai bronze statue was built during 1956 -1958.
Moreover, the Kruba Srivichai Monument was found to have been designed and the head of
the statue sculpted by Professor Silpa Bhirasri whereas the body had been sculpted by Khien
Yimsiri. Most importantly, documentary evidence has shown the important empirical evidence
that could refute the myths of the miracles nvolving the monk’s holy proclamation that “As long
as the River Ping does not flow back north, | shall not step on the land of Chiang Mai again”.
The legend about the holy proclamation was somehow linked to the inauguration of Bhumibol
Dam through the irrational claim involving the return of the Kruba to Chiang Mai and the official
opening of the dam. Specifically, it was rumored that on May 17, 1964 which marked the state
opening of Bhumibol dam, the River Ping had overflown the dam and flown up to the north
as far as the Hod District of Chiang Mai, thus enabling the bronze statue to be successfully

erected in Chiang Mai on the same day. According to the documentary evidence, however, the
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statue of Kruba Srivichai was established at the foothill Doi Suthep on June 8, 1963. This finding

is a fact that can be considered as the closure of the previously mentioned legend of the miracles
surrounding the holy proclamation.

Keywords: Thai Monument, History of Modern Thai Art, Biography of Kruba Srivichai
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