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The Goddess Of Rice: A Meaningful Artwork For Will And
Hope Of Thai Agriculturists

Suwat Saenkattiyarat, Ph.D.
Associate Professor
Faculty of Fine Art and Applied Arts

Rajamangala University of Technology Thanyaburi

Abstract

Phra Mae Phosop, or the Rice Goddess, is the guardian deity of rice plants with the special
features of beauty and mercy. In the field of art, Phra Mae Phosop presented in the form of
paintings and sculptures suitable in the period of time they were created. However, painted
idols and sculptures of faith had forms with little aesthetic beauty because the craftsmen did
not study sculpture. They only inherited styles and methods that had been duplicated
repeatedly. The researcher conducted research on Phra Mae Phosop, and then incorporated
the findings into the creation of contemporary paintings and sculpture and still maintain the
beauty and faith.

The researcher has collected information from a total of 12 samples of art work of Phra Mae
Phosop, in order to analyze them according to artistic principles. Six of the samples are
paintings and six are sculptures. It can be concluded from the research that the pattern
according to the iconography of Phra Mae Phosop is a supreme goddess. She is depicted as
a beautiful woman dressed in garments and accessories suitable in that period of time.
Her most notable feature is one hand holding ears of rice. The researcher analyzed the
prominent features according to the iconography, appearance, structure, lines, colors, patterns,

and ornament decorations.
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Lastly, the researcher extracted new knowledsge to be used for creating art of faith of Phra Mae
Phosop into 1 flow chart and 8 principles: 1) The plump body shape conveys the abundance
of agricultural products. 2) Structure the body into a triangular shape to convey peace and
faithfulness. 3) Standing and sitting postures shows dignity, resembling gods that have special
abilities. 4) Holding ears of grain or a sickle conveys agricultural abundance. 5) Apparel and
accessories resemble noblewomen or aristocrats. 6) Toplessness follows the principles of Hindu
deities’” iconography. 7) The body shape shows sweetness, suaveness, and admirability. 8) Sitting
on a creature or throne conveys nobility. Finally, the art works created from the application of
the research findings were exhibited at the Phosopparnchalee Exhibition. They were installed
at two places, namely, the Aditayathorn Agriculture Project in Surin Province and the Farmer’s

school of Rai Cherntawan International Introspection Center in Chiang Rai province.

Keywords: Phra Mae Phosop, Art of faith, Agriculture
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