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Abstract

This research explores the history and beliefs about the Buddhas of the past in Lan Na Buddhist
art, in terms of concept, symbols and art forms, including a synthesis of the body of knowledge
related to the Buddhas of the past in Lan Na Buddhist art, in order to arrive at an interpretation
and guidelines for contemporary art creation.The results showed that the Buddhas of past
conception was the core concept for Buddhist art in olden times, particularly the beliefs that
the Dharma is timeless, that it exists timelessly and wise people of all eras and periods could
discover it by themselves. However, recollection of the Buddhas in the past could be a means
of promoting faith in the Buddhist Dharma teaching. The study of Lan Na Buddhist art also
reflected the beliefs in the Buddhas of the past based on the Theravada Buddhism found in
the Buddhist texts, Tripitaka (Pali Canon), interpretation and some local Buddhist literature such
as Chinkalmalipakon, Mulsasana and the legend about the Buddha’s visiting the world (Prachao
Liaplok).

These legends imply the number of the Buddhas of the past to have been 4, 24, 27, or a
countless number of them, which has been significantly related to the Buddhas of the present
as reflected in the symbolic figures and shapes in various types of Buddhist arts, especially
architecture, painting and sculpture as found in various Lan Na Buddhist places. In addition,

the researcher has applied the knowledge gained from the study to form an inspiration in
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creating contemporary arts in 3, in the mixed media and installation arts as a result of the
interpretation of the symbol of all the Buddhist devotees.Moreover, the creative outcome or
achievement of the study could serve as a kind of arts media reflecting the profound meaning
of the Buddhist Dharma.

Keywords: The Buddhas of the Past, Lan Na Buddhist Art, Contemporary Arts
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