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Hai Lai Hai Dok techniques of Nantaram lacquerware,
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Abstract

Lacquerware is a hallmark craft in the Lanna region, and has had many applications in the daily
life of the Lanna people in the past. It may be said that lacquerware reflects the culture and

the characteristics of the Lanna people.

The study and the collection of carved antique patterns from the Nantaram community for
the purposes of conservation and restoration showed that Nantaram lacquerware consists of
bamboo weaving structures desirably shaped, applied with Rak Samuk (a mixture of lacquer
varnish), and finally scrubbed (Hai Lai) into thin and smooth containers. The popular decoration
of Nantaram lacquerware (featuring scratches) is called “Hai Lai Hai Dok” in the local language.
It is achieved by scratching a piece of sharp-pointed steel on the surface of the container coated

with a lacquer vamnish.

At present, the production of Nantharam lacquerware style using traditional techniques and
materials survives only in one place, and seems to have declined due to several factors such

as the rareness of natural lacquer varnish and the expensiveness of cinnabar. Production costs

"The content in this research is from a research survey under the research project of Studying and compile
of Ancient tracery of lacquerware Nantaram community, for Conservation and restoration products, lacquerware,

Chiang Mai. The subsidies received research grants from the Department of Culture, Fiscal Year 2560.
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are expensive, and villagers often cannot find materials needed for manufacture. Local
lacquerware makers are often unable to pass on their techniques and skills. Tourism becomes
the only viable market, and the production of lower quality and lower value souvenirs becomes
favoured over traditional patterns, which had become difficult to replicate. Without lacquer
varnish coatings, colors tend to wash away quickly. If the importance and value of this cultural
heritage is not recognised, Chiangmai lacquerware will be lost. In addressing these problems,
the researcher has utilised survey data and a database of artistic style to study the production
and technical processes needed to make Chiangmai traditional lacquerware (Hai Lai). The
researcher has found that lacquerware handicraft production requires a lot of knowledge and
expertise. It also takes several weeks to go through the process, each piece of work requiring
a period of several months to complete. Three key steps in the process are: 1) forming the

frame, 2) applying lacquer, and 3) Making etch marks.

Additionally, surveys and information about patterns of traditional lacquerware (Hai Lai) allow
the researcher to assess the wisdom, culture heritage and identity of Chiang Mai. A sample of
over 90 pieces of antique lacquerware has been collected from Chiang Mai, Lamphun, and
Lampang. From this sample, 57 pieces are chosen for their attractive designs. The patterns are
either primary or secondary. The primary or main pattern covers most of the surface and is
readily visible. The secondary pattern complements the main pattern, added for instance to
the bottom part of the container, typically adding flower images, such as eggplant flowers,
grass, orange jasmine, or dahlia.The container edge is usually decorated with flower stripes like

the lotus petal, waving stripes, etc.

Results from this study can be used to distribute knowledge and relay it to the general public.
The knowledge can be reincorporated into the local custom. This can increase awareness

among locals and young people of the values of conservation and preservation.

Keywords: Lacquer Nataram, Sculpture, Scraping
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