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Abstract

Music has been a part of the Khmu ethnic group’s daily life since ancient times. However, the
common practice of destroying music instruments after use has limited the scholar’s ability to
study the music of this ethnic group. This study, therefore, investigates the musical wisdom of
the Khmu Ethnic Group in the Chiang Rai Province. Ethnomusicological approaches were employed
for the present study. Data was collected from observations at the fieldwork, audio recordings
of music, and conversations with members of the community. The findings revealed that the
Khmu ethnic group used music for entertainment purposes and signaling among their group
members. It was also used as individual signals when scouring for fruits in the jungle. The music
of the Khmu ethnic group can be divided into two types: 1) individual or group music such as
Lhong, Sunr, Thoral, Pi, Gle Tong, Khrab Oak; and 2) vocal music in Khmu’s language, called
Toem. Findings suggested that the Khmu people recognized the importance of preserving their
music instruments. Acknowledging the growing external interest in their private musical traditions,

they had incorporated their instruments into performance to earn some income for living.

Keywords: Khmu ethnic group, Ethnomusicology, culture, inheritance, music wisdom
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