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This article is submitted in partial fulfilment of the thesis entitled
“The Buddha Biographical Literatures: Interpretation, Development
and Values,” as part of the Philosophy Doctoral Program of
Buddhist Studies of Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University.
The objectives of the analysis are as follows: 1. To interpret the
literature on the biography of the Buddha, 2. To analyse the
development of literature on the biography of the Buddha, 3.
To analyse the values of the literature on the biography of the
Buddha which has influenced Buddhist art. Eight biographies of
the Buddha were used for this study, they were: 1. Lalitavistara,
2. Sambharavipaka, 3. Chinamahanithan, 4. Pathamasambodhi,
5. The Light of Asia by Edwin Arnold, M.A., 6. Bkah-Hgyur Bstan-Hgyur
by W. Woodville Rockhill, 7. Life of Buddha in the Curriculum of
Dhamma Studies in Elementary Level, 8. Old Path White Clouds:
Walking in the Footsteps of the Buddha by Thich Nhat Hanh. This
literary analysis adopts the extrinsic and the intrinsic approaches.

Intrinsic approaches are mainly used to analyse the thesis.

The researchers have examined the Buddha’s image in the Buddhist
literature. The results show that the moustachioed sculptures dec-

orated at Kukud Pagoda in Cham Devi temple, Lamphun Province,
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were those of the Buddha. According to the Chin mha nithan
and Pthmsmphothi ktha literature, there are 60 Buddha statues

surrounding the pagoda, which proves that there are numerous

Buddhas in the universe.

literature, The Buddha Biographical Literature, Buddha

image with moustache
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