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Abstract

The objectives of this article are 1) to study Buddhism through mural paintings at the behest
of King Rama IV, 2) to study the effects of religious reform on the Buddhist doctrine. Buddhism
in the Dhammayuttika sect founded by King Rama IV stemmed from a disbelief in traditional
Buddhism. During King Rama IV’s monkhood, he learnt the basic teachings from the Mon monks.
He then adopted Lanka as the pure origin of Buddhism to be the foundation of Dhammayuttika.
Consequent mural paintings were inspired from Vinaya (Sanga’s disciple); the practice displayed

the strict lives of the monks of Dhammayuttika.

The absence of images of Jatakas (the longest birth stories of Buddha) and the diminished
emphasis on supernatural power was congruent with the influence of science. The teaching in
Lokiya-dhamma (mundane states) was much more emphasised. Moreover, the workings of

Karma were rationalised.

The Buddhist reform in Siam led by Dhammayuttika was a transformation of Buddhism from
irrational religion. Buddhism became the modern wisdom which could explain life based on
reason and experience. Therefore, Buddhists no longer depended on the image of Tebhumi
(the three spheres) but resorted to a scientific cosmology to convey ideas of Ariyasacca (four
noble truths), Tilakkhana (the three characteristics), Magga (the path), Phala (fruition), and
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Nibbana (the extinction of the fires of greed). This was unprecedented in the history of Theravada
Buddhism in Thailand.

Keywords: Dhammayuttika Nikaya, Mural Paintings King Rama IV, Modern Buddhism
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