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Theater of Surveillance.

Korakot Jairak

Assistant Professor, Program in Arts and Design, Department of

Media Arts and Design, Faculty of Fine Arts, Chiang Mai University

Rossalin Garst’
Emeritus Professor, Department of Visual Arts, Faculty of Fine Arts,
Chiang Mai University

ABSTRACT

The art project “Theater of Surveillance” presented issues related
to current societies which use “surveillance” as a major tool for
controlling people and coercing them to follow orders, resulting
in a lack of freedom in the public sphere. Even among
societies that emphasise value systems and freedom, people are
prohibited to act in certain ways. This project aimed to present all the
aforementioned issues through art with the main objective

of creating an animation focusing on “surveillance.” This is

" Advisor
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accomplished by examining the correlation between the animation
and audiences, along with the presentation methods that allowed
the audiences to perceive the feeling of being surveilled by
themselves in order to the create an awareness of being limited

to act freely in public.

Studying thinking approaches and theories on the surveillance
and art (and related artists) led to the creation of 2 sets of works.
The first set was an animation short film about surveillance, 12
minutes long. The story in this animation was divided into many
sequences. These sequences were connected and related to
each other in order that the first could complement the second
interactive installation art, which projected two types of images -
the animation short film with short excerpts from it and images of
the audiences themselves - were projected alternatively onto the
surface of transparent sculptures to create dimensions of interest-
ing cooperative working. The analysis of this artwork showed that
planning to manage the areas of the two sets systematically and
exquisitely caused audiences to perceive the feeling of surveillance,
being surveilled and surveilling themselves through creative
aesthetics affected the audiences’ perception and interaction
on the art works. The reactions of the audiences varied but one

commonality was their attempt to present themselves in the best
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lisht, because they realised that they were being watched both

by the cameras and the audiences.

Works in this project led to the discussion and consideration
of issues related to “surveillance” in modern society. The
works can communicate and reflect ideas that concur with the
predetermined concepts and objectives. Audience evaluation
and critique has led to further discussion of opinions between
the audiences and author. There are perspectives that provide
freedom of the perceptions of being surveilled, which change in
accordance with time, spaces and individual factors. The effects
from the lighting projected in accordance with the features of
each audience presents a new aesthetic show that this project
has led to rethinking and questioning on audiences’ “selves” and

“freedom” in public spaces in an effective manner.

Surveillance, Animation, Interactive art, Installation art
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mw1’7i 1 Rafael Lozano-Hemmer, Under Scan, 2005. (Source: Brown 2014, 48)



158

nsUfduiusveduuly “Under Scan” asemnuiantiansiidiusy
waztiudiumilsvesanmuindenludinniagiuiifautnuosdulu
gruzauutanuti auiliduiee wazlidndudeaisdosiulunsly
FAndsedriu masaunaiusenindauziasmaluladdelmiiel
Avldnsemininanuinviihweanalulagdmasennnuduiugsening

aueazauluiuas s nanuidshglviguuinanuidnauae

' '
[y

fugdunseauLUanutihlunasisasundy

wansliiiuinnsladudesnmmseeriuisevesdu adausinsedu

IR jduiusivaulaegemss fllsuinuuifniagasnanu
vy Yo v - v & & Ad v

Tgvladudsanmuesmuieduiasisae suduiuiinaudeenis
v a A & A % a
Tinweswd Weamvesmuesunngluiuiiasisuglaglildninan

g1asauhaulaviennuivals Jevuurasauiazduiizen
navaueIkaNAiusaniy

dnend alul (Scott Snibbe)

“Deep Walls” lng afeond afluy Aaluyiewsiu L%@L%aﬂﬁﬂwﬁ
UfdtusiunmedeulmvesBuiignaneiduaminsdanndussuy
A3n 16 909 (Ml 2) MmaviiuvivnanisiedevlnvesdBuiduind
subisuusazAunUaLaIRIENISHansiMalidenndasiunIw
i fruunaiunssdniinmasiedeulmvesmuazgnduiinuay
AuliliBulsva Femenenuvivimaliigd videthaula (Stemn 2013,
166-169)



s a -
M5en339RARU
Ui 9 atui 2 n3ngAx - SuAN 2561

159

AW@ 2 Scott Snibbe, Deep Walls, 2003 (Source: Stern 2013, 167)
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