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A study of Mon Musical Instruments

from the Palm Leaf scripture “Kyak Che Nu Fo”

The Buddha descended from heaven
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Abstract

The Palm Leaf scripture, referred to as Kayak Che Nu Fo,
contains valuable ethnomusicological information on Mon musical
instruments. The Buddha descended from heaven. My objectives are
to study the Mon musical instruments and the function performed by

music in this literature. The documents studied for this research are
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three original palm leaf scriptures with different styles of composition
and a further document which was copied from an original written in
the year of Mon Sakkrat 1209. The following results were found
regarding musical instrument consisting of 20 membranophones, 7
idiophones, 8 aerophones, and 4 chordophones. The detail given to
musical instruments in these texts shows that music was considered a
significant part of the worship for Buddha. This is the case in Nai Tho
Ma Nger’s version (1209) . He composed by using onomatopoeia in that
he used Pali words to describe the sound of musical instruments.
Therefore the sound of each musical instrument conveys a meaning

about the worship.

Keywords: Palm leaf scripture, Buddha, Tavetimsa Heaven, Mon music
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