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Vinadhari Shiva-A Divine Musical Instrument:
The Study of Diffusion in India and Southeast
Asia and the Study of It’s Folkloristic Meaning

in Mythological Dimension.
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Abstract

A research of the ‘Vinadhari Shiva’ musical instrument is the
folkore research in the Mythology dimension. The interdisciplinary data
collection and analysis is applied to cover the wide study scope in the
areas of Republic of India and the Southeast Asia region. The word
‘Vinadhari Shiva’ has the literal meaning of Shiva who holds a Vina. A
special characteristic of this kind of musical instrument is to cover
larynx at a chest in the area of heart. Therefore, such research is
studying relation of Vina in the global culture linked with an origin of
the ‘Vinadhari Shiva’ musical instrument in the ancient Indian era. It
appears popularity of arts resulting from beliefs in Brahman-Hindu and

Buddhism,both religions of the ancient Indian culture and popularity
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through the Southeast Asia region. The religious philosophy in the form
of Art Iconography of this musical instrument links with 3 dimensions
as follows: 1. Dimension of individual, 2. Dimensions of society and
culture, and 3. Dimension of Mythology. The most significant issue is
the ‘Vinadhari Shiva’ musical instrument obviously demonstrates link-
age with the highest truth of Brahman-Hindu in respect of purity and
sanctity of the Ganges River flowing from a heaven to distinctly expiate
to all of life in the world.

Intensity particle of the ‘Vinadhari Shiva’ musical instrument
was widespread in the ancient Indian culture and spread to the Southeast
Asia region. It appeared in the form of arts resulted from religions in
the ancient states which had been influenced from the ancient Indian
era such as Javanese Art, Cham Art, Khmer Art, Dvaravati Art, and Bagan
Art that flourished after the Indian era. When the ancient states in the
early era declined, the new flourishing states appeared later.Thus,the
current art study of Southeast Asia society and culture covers the
areas appeared art evidences of this kind of musical instrument in
Republic of Indonesia,Socialist Republic of Vietnam, People’s Republic
of Kamphuchea, Kingdom of Thailand,Republic of the Union of
Myanmar and The lao People Democratic Republic.

The art evidences demonstrate inheritance of the ‘Vinadhari
Shiva’ musical instrument’ from the ancient Indian era to the Southeast
Asia region respectively. The art patterns resulted from religions
appeared in the Southeast Asia region have been developed in
accordance with the popularity of various groups until they become

one part of lifestyle and spirit transferred to next generation. The name
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of the ‘Vinadhari Shiva’ musical instrument differs in the diverse
cultural areas such as Tuila, Uravina, Khasaetueo, lute, and Pin Phia
lute, etc. For some societies and cultures, inheriting knowledge and
developing the pattern of musical instrument to be one part of
society has been performed until present. Therefore, the art evidences
are very important for searching and interpreting the art patterns which
demonstrate the particle to link with the Indian model efficiently.

The research information, the folklore interpretation, and the
interdisciplinary analysis demonstrate that this musical instrument has
the Iconography pattern which indicates the great philosophy of Great
Shiva who played a vina. It can link sound as current of the pure and
sacred Ganges River. The field information that a researcher has
collected from the source of the Ganges River in the Komuk area of
Shiva lingam foothill throughout important cities such as Uttarkashi,
Chamba, Rishikesh, Haridhawar, and Varanasi appeared the significance
of the Ganges River where the Indian people believe in its sanctity
rather than all rivers. They can expiate sins and eliminate blemish and
return spirit of humans to the God in the heaven. Thus, this great
philosophy is deep linkage between the ‘Vinadhari Shiva’ musical
instrument and the Heaven Ganges river.

The result of this research demonstrates that the ‘Vinadhari
Shiva’ musical instrument appeared in the form of Iconography relates
to the Great Shiva, deeply involves in the current of the Ganges river.
The symbol and great philosophy interpretation provides the unique
meaning. The word “Kala” or thousand years in the past and “Dhesa”

or the state of places in the society and cultures were taught, evolved,
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and developed the ‘Vinadhari Shiva” musical instrument from the past
until the present. This is the reason that this musical instrument in one
part of Indian and Southeast Asia region society and culture. Its meaning
is concealed by the illusion of God who performed his power by
playing a vina. The important issue is to pursue nirvana or the highest
truth with the musical instrument which covers larynx in heart as a
symbol. Therefore, this great philosophy has maintained royal words

as nectar to sustain the world until present and forever.
Keywords : Vinadhari Shiva, Vina, Pin Phia
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