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Abstract

This research project aims to study Tai Yai music performance
in Mae Hong Son province as well as collect the repertoire of their
musical tradition. The findings show that sixteen drumming patterns

accompanying dancing are found. These patterns can be categorized
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into two types: (1) twenty-two patterns for an accompaniment of
dancing and (2) drumming for procession. Sword dancing applies the
Peung sound, the most flamboyant sound of drumming pattern. The
drumming pattern for bird dancing characterizes thin-texture phrases,
asking-answering phrases, and shortened phrases in half. A drumming
pattern accompanying a lion-like creature dance consists of the Peung
sound and shortened phrases in half. The processional drumming
patterns includes a variety of techniques as well as a hitting technique
by a fist making “tum” sound. Mong seung drumming patterns is
characterized by tensing texture at the ending of phrases and syncopation.
There are four tyeps of Mong seung drumming patterns. Jat Tai of Tai
Yai music utilizes all seven pitches without an application of musical
variation The ending pitch is usually ended with “Do” pitch. Repetitive
motives, adding, and omitting melodic syllables, syncopation, question-
and-answer phrases, triplets, a fourth and fifth interval are found in
melodic lines. Metabole, tonic-pendulum, western-like melodic lines
are also found in Tai Yai compositions. Mong-gak patterns reveals three
types of patterns: (1) four patterns of Lai kon yao; (2) three patterns
of Lai Mong seung; and (3) four patterns of Lai Mabook.

Keywords: Performing Culture, Tai Yai Music, Mae Hong Son
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