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Abstract

The researcher has set the objectives of this study on Arabian
songs and The Sound of Nile Ensemble as follows: 1.To study the
history, including changes and the development of Muslim music
through the ensemble, The Sound of Nile. 2.To analyze the composition

of the music played by The Sound of Nile. The researcher employed
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the Ethnomusicology method in this study. The results of this research
indicated that a meeting in Surau Bandon Community in 1917, had a
profound impact on Muslim musical culture. This meeting featured
various recreation activities and the type of country music played in
the Surau Bandon Community. Mr.Umnuy Wongpratum, a prominent
figure in Arabian music, was inspired to start a four-piece band,
including a suitarist, melodeon player and bongo drummer in 1970,
which he named The Sound of Nile. This ensemble performed for more
than forty years until 2014. Since then, Muhammad Nurak, the lead
singer, has worked with former ensemble members, with a focus on
acoustic instruments, in the name of Mustofa in 2015.

The Arabian songs played by the Sound of Nile ensemble have
been analyzed and the findings reveal that the music has many
interesting features such as wide range melodies, the tempo of the
movement, switching between skips and orders, the development of
a technique to produce deep sequencing sentences, using chord
switching to accompany a melody with chords. Due to the use of these
techniques, the Sound of Nile were inspired by Arabian music.
However, the lyrics to their songs use the Thai language in order to
give their songs a more profound meaning for Thai audiences, which

are consistently popular with audiences.

Keywords: Arbian Songs, The Sound of Nile Ensemble, Surau Bandon

Community
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