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The method for building Saw -U from
Samutsongkhram’s coconut shell
The case study of Prasit Tassanakron
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Abstract

The study is entitled ‘A production of SAW-U: a case study of
Prasit Tassanakron, the SAW-U maker.” It aims to study a process of
SAW-U production in Samut Songkram province by Prasit Tassanakron.
The field study is used to collect the information by being an assistant
of the SAW-U maker for two months.

The study found that Prasit Tassanakron has paid close
attention to the very first step of growing a coconut tree to produce
SAW-U in Samut Songkram. Starting with a selecting of coconut tree
seeds, preparing a planting field, taking care of the tree, and harvesting
the coconut. He has focused on preserving the shape and proportion
of Saw-U to keep a high production standard in his owned unique style.
One SAW-U can take about 2 months in a production.

Prasit Tassanakron pays close attention to every detail of the
production in all 7 areas, including 1) a selection of coconut shell,
2) polishing, 3) crafting, 4) a selection of wood, 5) a selection of all
materials, 6) a production of SAW-U, 7) issues concerning a production.
The process requires delicate skills of the craftsmen and full attention
to every steps of production. First, the wood has carefully been
selected from a variety of trees, for example rosewood, black wood,
and ebony. The selection of all materials as well as the crafting and

pattern of the coconut shell impact the sound quality of SAW-U, to
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make it clear, smooth and resonant. It is a real art piece that combines
understanding in the Thai traditional music with expertise in handicrafts.

SAW-U made by Prasit Tassanakron is well known among Thai musician.

Keywords : Ma praw saw, Ka lok saw - u, Lai pud tan
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