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Abstract

The objective of this qualitative study was to investigate factors
causing diversities in the arts of Thai Buddhist temples in Singapore
so as to enhance knowledge of Thai temple in foreign country.
Three complete composition of Thai Buddhist temples were selected
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according to their various forms of art: Wat Ananda Metyarama, Wat
Palelai, and Wat Kancanaram. Informants consisting of Buddhist monks
and craftsmen selected using purposive sampling and ordinary people
selected using accidental sampling, who came to make merit in the
temples and who could give information. Data were collected from
related documents and field data collected through in-depth interviews
and non-participant observations. The data were interpreted and
analyzed using descriptive analysis. The Thai Buddhist temples have
mixed features and diversified characteristics of art and culture of
Chinese, Burmese, and Hindu. The study found that many factors that
have caused the diversities in the arts of Thai Buddhist temples are as
follows. The locations of the Thai Buddhist temples used to be religious
sites of other religions; the temples are made sacred places for all
ethnic groups; to meet the needs in terms of luck, places for art objects
to be deposited, places for preservation of art objects, places for
collection of different beliefs, the fact that the temples have Chinese
descendants as committee members and trustees, and wishes for the
temples to have new items. These factors are mechanisms due to the
condition of the area, services, and management. They include
controllable and uncontrollable factors amidst people of different

cultures and under the power of foreigners.

Keywords: Factor, Art diversity, Thai temple
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