A Study of Characteristics and Pattern Forms
of Paraffin Castles on out of the Buddhist Lent
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Abstract

Chiang Khan District is a community rich of arts and culture
ought to be studied and learned from. This study aims to find the
characteristics and pattern forms of paraffin castles on Out of the
Buddha Lent festival, the impact factors on the making process, and
the preservation and promotion of their making process. This study
was conducted based on data collected from documents, field study
trips and observations, and group discussions with the key informants,
casual informants and general informants.

The results reveal that 1) the characteristics and pattern forms
of paraffin castles: The castles were made from woods in the crown
form style, including the platform, throne and roof. Its structure
changes every year as to avoid repeating the old styles. Originally the
castle model was made from natural materials, but now it is made
from plaster. The model is used to cast the paraffin into various pattern
forms as to decorate the castles following its design. While carrying the
castles, the truck would be decorated with colorful cloths and flowers;
2) the impact factors on the paraffin castle making process: the factors
that impact the making process comprise of state and non - state
organization that support the festival, temple and artisan committees
on making the castles, and community participatory. During the festival,
people in Chiang Khan District would be attending the most even
though there was a low budget allocated for operating the festival.

However, the festival was managed to happen gracefully; and 3) the
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preservation and promotion of paraffin castles: Chiang Khan is an old
city with unique ancient remains and culture. The festival of Out of
Buddha Lent is considered as a traditional festival that has been
inherited for a long time. It is the activity that represents the cooperation
and concord of all related state and non-state organizations, as well
as the community temples. The cultural preservation and traditional
promotion of this festival thus is a way to promote Chiang Khan City
as a cultural tourist attraction. How people living together happily on
the same cultural base results in the overall benefits to the city, both

socially and economically, amidst the world trend of changins.

Keywords: Paraffin Castles , Characteristics and Pattern Forms , impact

factors
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