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The ten incarnations of the Buddha on mural paintings:
A display of how the artists in north-eastern

Thailand preserved their religion. A case study in Roi Et province
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Abstract

The ten incarnations of the Buddha on mural paintings: A display
of how the artists in north-eastern Thailand preserved their religion. A
case study in Roi Et province. All the murals in this case study are from

after the late 25th — early 26th Century B.E.The people in north-east
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Thailand believed that painting the story of the Buddha would create
good karma and help them and their families reach Nirvana someday.
Local artists were hired to create the murals.

The murals were painted with a Rattanakosin (Bangkok) art style
and can be separated into 2 groups. The first group shows the same
story as traditional Bangkok murals, and the second group shows a
slightly different story. After some research, we found that the differences
mainly occur in the last story of “The ten incarnations of the Buddha”
(Vessantara Jataka). The murals definitely show influences from local

literature, culture, beliefs, artists and important people of the time.

Keywords: Painting, Thai Traditional mural, Esan murals
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