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Abstract

This thesis about the methods to write Thai masked dance
narrative composition from the Fine Arts Department has 3 main objectives.
1) To study the origins and the evolution of two different narrative
styles of the Thai masked performance from the Fine Arts Department:
kham phak (text for narration in a theatrical performance) and kham
Jerajaa (text for conversation in a theatrical performance). 2) To study
the process of the writing of narrative composition from the Fine Arts
Department. 3) To analyze a comparison between the different
methods to write Thai masked dance narrative composition from the

Fine Arts Department.
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The scope of the study covers the period between 1946 C.E.
and 1998 C.E. The research begins in 1946 because it is on that year
that the revival of the Thai masked dance performances took place.
The methodology of the study first focused on collecting the data from
relevant documents and articles. Then, there were interviews with
professionals who have experience with the writing of Thai masked
dance narrative composition, experts of the Ramakien literature and
experts of the Thai masked dance performance. In addition to the
interview, there was a seminar where all those experts have been
summoned to discuss some of the issues. Finally, there was an
analysis to draw conclusions in order to write a historical research.

The result of the study confirmed that the origins and the
evolution of the two different narrative styles of the Thai masked
performance from the Fine Arts Department come from three literary
works called Samutkhrot khamchan, Anirut khamchan and Bunnowat
khamchan, and also from the Fine Arts Department collection of Thai
shadow puppet narrative composition. The latter had an influence on
the Thai masked dance literature about the way to narrate the performances.
The form used in the composition of the Thai masked dance is known
as the kham kaap style. This style as used in the Thai masked narrative
composition is called kaapchabang and kaapyaanee 11. The texts for
the conversation in a theatrical performance are influenced by the
composition style kham raay as the evidence show that it comes from
the six literary works Lilit ongkan cheng nam, Mahachat kham luang,
Kaap Mahachat, Nangtho phanantha sut kham luang, Phra Mahray kham
luang and Mahachat kron thet. The form used in the Thai masked dance

performance is called laay yao.
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The methodology to write narrative composition used by the
Fine Arts Department can be divided in three different periods: the
composers of the first period (1946-1973) introduced the story of the
Ramakien and selected which chapter would be played, but, near the
end of this period, they decided to play the whole story and every
chapters of the Ramakien. The writers had to compose some narration
to insure a smooth transition between the chapters. The composers
of the second period (1974-1992) focus on a different main character
for every performance and would play all the chapters, which are
relevant to the character sub story. The composers of the third period
(1993-1998) were inspired by the pictures of the story of the Ramakien
as depicted in the three rooms of the Royal Palace. The analysis of the
comparison of the Thai masked dance narrative composition of the
first period show that it introduced a traditional performance style such
as the march of the monkey army and the demon army or also the
traditional rules of fighting. In the second period, during each performance,
they introduced a different main character such as Hanuman, Palj,
Phipet or Phra Ram in order to tell its story and to get to know him
better. Finally, in the third period, the composers introduced the

story of the Ramakien as written by Rama the 1st.
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