Royal Ceremonial Music for Monthly Celebrations

according to Royal Calendar
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Abstract

A research on the music performed during the Royal Ceremonies
of the Twelve Months at various times of the year as indicated in the
royal calendar. Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn Celebrations research
grant, Chulalongkorn University. Research objectives: To study the

origin and performing techniques of this type of music as well as the
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components of the relating musical ensemble and songs. Qualitative
research methodology is employed in this research. The research
findings revealed that there were initially three categories of the royal
ceremonies: those related to the Brahmin, Buddhist, and ancient beliefs.
There is a total of 41 royal/state ceremonies in the 2014 royal
calendar. Two Khrueng Prakom ensembles perform at these ceremonies:
Phra Swakern 1, which consists of trumpets and kettle or Maho-ra therk
drums; and Phra Swakern 2, which consists of Khaw-ng Chai, conches,
trumpets, and old Thai horns. The current songs performed by both
musical ensembles during the royal ceremonies are phleng samrap
bot, phleng ok khunnang, and phleng song sadet. The principal songs
performed by phiphat ensembles for the royal ceremonies include
phleng cha, phleng sadhukarn, and phleng krao rum. Other songs are
phleng long song, phleng krao rum chan diew, and phleng rueng wien
thien. “Song Chan Chai” and “Chan Diew Chai” hand movement
techniques are used in the performance. Musicians in Khrueng Prakom
ensembles divide their performance duties to 4 groups. There are five
phiphat ensembles performing at royal ceremonies and the musicians
of each ensemble perform at royal ceremonies as well as at any

other functions assigned to them.

Keywords: Royal ceremonial music, Royal calendar
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