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Instrumental solo of Pi, the Thai quarduple-read,
perform in Pra-apaimanee, the Thai literature : a case

study of master Peeb Khonglaithong’s performance
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Abstract

This research aimed to study the background and musical works
of Khru Peeb Khonglaithong by emphasizing on the musical analysis

of Pi Song (song played by Thai traditional double-reed oboes) from
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Phra Aphai Mani folklore when jointly recorded with the singing voice
of Khru Jaeng Klaisithong. In addition, this research was conducted to
study diverse techniques used by Khru Peeb Khonglaithong in expressing
different emotions to be used as a model and to promote Thai
culture in terms of music and literature among those who are interested.
The research instruments employed included interview and relevant
documents. Based on the research results, it can be found that Khru
Peeb Khonglaithong was born in a family of Thai musicians since his
grandfather’s generation. His father was Khru Thiab Khonglaithong, the
renowned Pi player, which gave Khru Peeb the opportunity to practice
playing the traditional music instrument at home. He later joined
the College of Dramatic Arts where he was taught by Khru Bunchui
Sowatr. The prescribed factual information has clearly proven Khru
Peeb Khonsglaithong’s expertise in the field of Pi song. Upon analyzing
the nine Pi songs from Phra Aphai Mani played by Khru Peeb, it can be
discovered that Khru Peeb’s style clearly define and express emotions.
The tunes in each song harmoniously moved along with the singer’s
voice. Most of the notes played were normal, with the exception of
the time when the singer jumped from one note to another that the
instrument’s note would follow in the same direction. In addition, the
techniques applied had reflected the skills and experience of the player
relatively well. The role of each song from Phra Aphai Mani was to
carry the message of the story to the audience. In this research, each
selected song used Pi as the main musical instrument to play along

with the voice of the singer.

Keywords : Master Peeb Khonglaithong, Instrumental Solo of Pipe,
Phra Aphai Mani
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