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THE CLASSICAL GUITAR TEACHING OF
KIRATINANT SODPRASERJ
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Abstract

This research was submitted in partial fulfillment of the
requirements for the degree of Master of Arts Program in Music;

Faculty of Graduate Studies, Mahidol University. The objective of
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this study was to investigate the classical guitar teaching process of
the Kiratinant Sodpraserj, A Thai classical guitarist. The topics studied
were the curriculum, teaching procedures, evaluation, and general
teaching philosophies, with an emphasis on how this affects classical
guitar learners. The qualitative research method was used and the
data was collected by formal and informal interview, as well as by
participative observation in private lessons. The research results found
that:

Kiratinant Sodpraserj is a well known and highly regarded Thai
classical guitarist and teacher. He grew up in musical family, but trained
and developed his classical guitar playing mostly by himself. His playing
shows two distinct styles, gentle and moderately aggressive. He also
uses tremolo technique often to imitate the Ranard Aek sound.

Sodpraserj’s teaching process separates students into three
levels: basic, intermediate, and advanced. He puts them in these
categories based on his practical assessment. Sodpraserj also considers
the psychology of teaching by assessing the maturity of students. He
further puts them into three groups: children, teenagers and adults.
He adjusts his teaching methods based on these characteristics of the
students.

Sodprajerj believes that the method for teaching arises from
experience and continuous development of teachers. His teaching
method can be summarized as follows: 1) teach to suit the student’s
maturity; 2) teach a good attitude towards learning classical guitar;
3) teaching students about their responsibilities; and 4) focus on the

performance of music and emotions.
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He also considers the teacher to be the major factor affecting
the classical guitar learner. Other factors include the student’s
environment, family, and learning attitude. Media and musical activities

will also encourage success of learning.
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