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Music in the Ceremonies of the Mien people from Khlong Lan
District, Kamphaeng Phet Province, Thailand
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ABSTRACT

For this research project, “Music in the Ceremonies of the
Mien people from Khlong Lan District, Kamphaeng Phet Province,
Thailand” was submitted in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the
degree of Master of Arts Program in Music; Faculty of Graduate Studies,
Mahidol University. The qualitative research method was used. The
objectives were to study the social and cultural characteristics of the
Mien people, including their physical characteristics, musical instrument

characteristics, and their ceremonial music.
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The results of the study found that the culture and society of
the Mien people is similar to the Chinese people because this ethnic
group migrated from southern China. The Mien people speak Chinese,
but with their own accent, and they also wear unique clothes. They
have ceremonial traditions indicating that they believe in their ancestors
and their holy ghosts. In addition, their music is used as a medium of
worship and entertainment.

There are five types of musical instruments. The melodic
instruments include the Djat (Oboe) and the Ngong Jong (Buffalo Horn).
The rhythmic instruments include Yoe (Drum), Mung (Gong) and Chao
Joei (Cymbals).

The Djat consists of five parts as follows: Sao (reed), Djat Jang
(mouthpiece), Djat Fian (pirouette), Djat Kwang (pipe) and Djat Hoi (bell).
The Ngong Jong is made from a buffalo horn. The Yoe is two-sided
drum with a decoration of wooden wedges that surround it. The Mung
is a gong with a smooth surface. Chao Joei are cymbals that come in
different sizes.

Music ceremonies affect five aspects of Mien society including
belief, entertainment, communication, social status and cultural

changes.
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