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Development of Esan Mural Painting:

A Case Study of Khon Kaen, Mahasarakam,and Roi-ed Provinces
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Abstract

The objective of this research was to n study development
of arranging the composition of Esan Mural Painting from the past
to present, and development of brining literary work in drawing the
mural painting as well as viewpoint of painters in Esan Mural Painting
from the past to present by using Qualitative Research Methodology,
gathering document, collecting field work data by interviewing, descrip-
tive analysis, concluding the findings. The research findings were as
follows:

According to the findings found that the development of mural
painting in Khon Kaen, Mahasarakam, and Roi-ed Provinces could be
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classified into 2 major durations as: 1) the mural paintings constructed
before 1957, 15 temples were found, and 2) mural paintings after 1957,
only 7 temples were found. Most of them were not strictly arranged
the composition since the painters would present their art in simple
form based on their understanding, without considering the principle of
art composition. As a result, their works were independent as locality.
The colors were natural colors. For the mural paintings constructed
after 1957, found that most of them followed the paintings printed
for selling by Mr. Som Puang-pak-dee (' S. Dharma-pak-dee ) as well as
Traditional Thai Painting. The composition was drawn as big picture on
the wall. The pictures often painted in the frame finishing each section.
Most of them were orderly painted in sequence of story based on the
determined frame. The prominent and minor point of pictures were
highlighted in each channel by painting every side of the full wall. For
the painters in group of Traditional Thai Painting, they were influenced
by arranging the composition of mural painting from the Central Region,
with highlight in prominent point of each story in each section which
could be viewed from left to right, or up and down thoroughly the
picture. The used colors were Acrylic or Plastic Color since they were
more long lasting.

In the literary work on mural painting, the mural painted before
1957, the religious story groups were found including: Buddha’s
history, Pra-Malia, Three World and Ten Life of former birth of Buddha,
Pra Wedsandon former birth of Buddha, story of former birth of
Buddha, Dharma puzzle, and local literary work as: Sinsai, and Pra

Lak-Pra Ram,. For birth mural paintings painted after 1957, the religious
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literary work groups were found including Buddha’s history, Pra Malai,
Pra Wedsandon former birth of Buddha, Ten-Life of former birth of
Buddha, and community history, and Heat-sib-song. The local literary
works were not found.

For painters’ viewpoints in painting, they could be classified into
3 groups: Traditional Esan Painter Group, Traditional Thai Esan Painter
Group, and Bangkok Traditional Thai Painters. The Traditional Esan
Painters, would express freedom in simple expression, not be strict in
expressing their knowledge and comprehension based on their taste
and skill, found in group constructing the mural painting before 1957.
For Traditional Thai Esan Painters, they were North Eastern Painters
influenced by royal painters and Central Region Painters, or studied Art
from Central Region. So, they painted by combining stories and patterns
between Thai Painting and Esan Local Pattern. For Bangkok Painters,
they were painter group influenced by the royal painters and Central
Painters. Some of them were North Eastern Painters who studied Art
from Central Region. Some of them came from North Region, and some
of them came from Central Region. They preferred to paint following
the painting of S. Dharama-pak-dee as well as Traditional Thai Painting,

found in mural painting in later period of 1957.
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