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ABSTRACT

This created thesis on ‘Cultural Clue of a Community in Isan’
was influenced by the way of life of a Isan community. As family
handicraft, weaving reed mats was regarded as an intellectual heritage
of Isan people. The aims of this thesis were to study techniques of
creating handicraft using natural materials that grew in the rural areas
and to create mixed media painting in order to display cultural clues in
an Isan community. The techniques used were dyeing, weaving, tying,

and inserting the reed threads making five visual arts.
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The results of the study revealed that the reeds, a kind of a
natural plant, grew in the rural area of Isan. They were carefully sliced in
full length as threads. Before weaving into mats, the threads were left
to expose to the sun and later dyed. The reed mats were considered to
be fine visual arts. The dry reed threads were densely weaved together
with both ends knotted. The space between threads represented
the accumulation of goodness passing down from one generation to
the next and close relations among people in the community. The
straight and curved threads were comparatively similar to the people’s
way of life that had differences among themselves, yet they were
melted together to be one. The color tone, such as, brown indicated
love and warmth of the people in the community. In addition, the
organization of factors found in the visual arts illustrated shapes and
visual elements representing goodness of the people’s way of life
using the reed threads that were related to the content of the study. As
a whole, the organization of factors could not only transmit the visual
beauty, such as, content, goodness of culture, but also the cultural
clue that transmitted goodness, now was in the stage of fading away,
from one generation to the next.

In conclusion, this thesis had discovered something new in
the visual arts. It was the mixed media painting using the reed threads
creating an advanced art with its own cultural identity. It enabled the
viewers to fully appreciate the value of art and reflected cultural clues
of close ties, impression of the beauty of Isan people’s way of life which
were valued highly mentally, culturally and identically.

Keywords : Cultural, Community, Mixed Media Painting
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