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Abstract

The objectives of this research are to study the biography of Mr.
Khuan Thuanyok and the melody of his Pii-Nora Music with concentration
on the prelude music. The data were collected from documentary
sources and field study through interviews and tape recordings. The
findings of the study reveal three aspects of Pii-Nora Music played by Mr.
Khuan Thuanyok. As for his biography, Mr. Khuan Thuanyok was born
on 18 October 1939 at Ban Nonghoy Ok, Tambon Wat Khuankhanoon,
Amphoe Singha Nakhon, Changwat Songkhla. He is married to Mrs. Jiam

thuanyok. They have 3 children. He is a descendant of artist ancestors.
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Mr. Khuan Thuanyok’s family lineage and that of his wife were Thai
classical and folk musicians. He inherited the music skills from his
ancestors, Khru Phak Lak Cham (To learn something through the back
door) and from his own self-taught technique. The person who was
instrumental in providing training in pipe music for Nora dancing styles
was Khoon Uppathamnarakorn. He was well-known for his music when
he played it for the Nora troupe of Songkhla Teachers College, presently
Rajabhat Songkhla University. The dancers for the Nora troupe were
Ajarn Sarote Nakhvirote and Ajarn Thammanit Nikhonrat, who danced
gracefully. He has contributed his works for his performance and
academic records. He has performed both in Thailand and abroad. In
2010, he was awarded the cultural artists(Thai music) of Songkhla. An
analysis of his pipe music reveals that his prelude music consists of the
following: 1) Khuen Pi music is performed to test the sound quality of
the pipe or as a prelude and the music is particularly related to the
Southern Thailand’s tune. 2) 4 sections of Padcha music are played
continuously. Pacha is considered the essence of the music. 3) Jiwyi
music. 4) Chakbai music. 5) Thoraneekansaeng (Chanee Ronghai) music.
The last 4 pieces of music are considered to be the musical tunes of
the Central Thailand. All 5 pieces of music have different tempos and
musical sounds are increased or decreased. Each piece of music has
an extemporaneous rhyme. Some music starts with a musical phrase
or lyric. Some music begins with pipe playing and is followed by lyrics.

Keywords: Pii-Nora Music
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