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Abstract

This article aims to present the phenomena and evolution
of Karen music sine fifty years ago, at Lai-vo sub-district Shangklaburi
district, Kanchanaburi province, It found that, some kind of musical
instruments of Pwo Karen in Lai-vo area have lost from their culture.
These effects come from changing social dynamics, and they have no
new generation’s efforts to enrich musical knowledge. The musical

instruments that have fallen out of their tradition include: Khlue
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(Karen bronze drum), Kha-Nha (5 plucked), Khaiy (jaw’s harp) and Pi-ba
(bamboo reed). These instruments belong to the original of Pwo Karen
culture and as such, usually plays in the important ceremonies. The
Khlu (Bronze drum) is compared as symbol of Karen identity, it has
lost from the Lai-vo more than 50 years ago. Kha-Nha (Plucked), Khaiy
(jaw’s harp) and Pi-ba (bamboo reed) are instruments for entertainment.
In the present day, three of instruments have been lacking of transmission
because of in the Lai~vo area have no one able to build these instruments
by themselves.

This case study is the musical evolution as phenomena of the
musical instruments have lost in Pwo Karen culture at Kanchanaburi
province Thailand, what may happened with other cultures if we cannot
adapt in harmony social. Thus, we must to planning about a preservation

of musical knowledge before it lost.

Keywords: Musical instruments, Lai-vo Karen culture
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