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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to: 1) study the history and
components of Ram Chui Chai (a kind of Thai traditional dance),
2) analyze the components, principle and method in creating Ram Chui
Chai Ramawatan, 3) create a performance of Ram Chui Chai Ramawatan.
Data were collected from documents, interviews, observations of Thai
dramatic arts experts and people concerned to use as information for
the creation of the performance. Group conversations were also set
up to check the correctness of the performance.

The results revealed that Ram Chui Chai was a name of both
a song and a dance. The purpose of the dance was to celebrate
self-admiration after transfiguration or being adorned. The components
of Chui Chai song consisted of - 1) playing Plen Ok (stage entering song)
and Pleng Rua. 2) 2 lyrics of Chui Chai song (3 stanzas each) and 2 lyrics
of Mae Sri (2 stanzas each). After finishing each stanza of Chui Chai
lyrics the pi (reeded wind instrument) would be played to imitate the
words of the lyrics. Likewise after finishing Chui Chai songs the Pi Phat
(wood xylophone) ensemble would play Chui Chai tune. 3) After
finishing Mae Sri song, piphat ensemble would play Mae Sri tune.
4) Exit song (quick and bidding farewell songs). Ram Chui Chai could

be classified into 3 types - 1) Full performance, 2) Deleted performance,
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3) Chui Chai Phuang (without pi playing to imitate the sung words). The
dance could also be divided according to types of performances into
4 group -1) Khon , 2) Lakhon, 3) Ram Chui Chai on special occasions,
4) Ram Chui Chai Burk Rong (a dance before the main performance).
For the costumes, they could be either Yuan Khruang (fully dressed)
or according to occasions. Musical instruments used were pi nai (reeded
wind instrument) played to imitate words sung in the lyrics. Dancers
needed to be skillful in Thai dramatic dance. Ram Chui Chai Ramawatan
was a solo dance. The lyrics were composed from the history of Phra
Ram (the hero in Ramayana). The tunes and dance movements were
newly created according the Thai dramatic arts tradition. Ram Chui Chai
Ramawatan movements were derived from the major movements of
Pra Ram by adapting from the fighting movements and troop reviewing
movements designed by the Fine Arts Department. The dance
movements could be divided into 4 steps: step 1-entering the stage
with Sot Soy movement together with pleng rua (a quick-rhythm song)
and face coving gesture with one hand, step 2 - movements according
to Chui Chai and Mae Sri songs, and step 3 - movements according to
Bat Sakunee song. The costumes used were green with red long-sleeve
Kruang Phra, Siraphon, and Chadayotchai (a crown). Musical instruments
were those of hard wood xylophone ensemble. Chances of
performances were to perform with Ramayana Khon, or on its own
performance for the public. In addition, the researcher invented a new
costume with an adaption of the traditional costume originally designed

by the Fine Arts Department.

Keywords: Creatire Performance, Ram Chui Chai, Ramawatan
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