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Abstract

This academic article “The Existence of Kuntrum Performing
Arts in the Khmer native to Thailand of Thailand, Surin Province” was
aimed at studying the roles and the changes of form and composition
of Kantrum performing arts of Thai Khmer people in Surin province.
Data were collected and analysed through fieldwork using participative
and non-participative observation, focusing on the traditional Kuntrum
in Surin province solely. The study found that Kuntrum is a folk
performing art of Thai Khmer, mostly found in Surin province. Kuntrum
is an interesting form of linguistic combination between Isan and
Cambodian dialects. The main instruments are; local fiddles called
“Trua” and the percussion called “Saguar”. Kuntrum plays an important
role in lifestyles, beliefs, and religious traditions of Surin people. Over
time, Kuntrum has become an important part of Surin’s local dances
as one of the reflections upon its identity. A more modern form of
Kuntrum, which is similar to current Isan local music “Luktung”,
has emerged due to changing popularity including a mix of western
musical instruments, lyrics from different languages, and different styles
of dance. This contrasts the traditional form of Kuntrum which can
imply that the original one has a tendency to disappear. As a result,
many schools both primary and secondary as well as universities have
introduced Kuntrum into their curriculum to spread and conserve this

beautiful and culturally valuable performing art sustainably.

Keywords: Kuntrum, Khmer native to Thailand, Isan Folk music

Performance
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