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Abstract

The purposes of this study were 1) to develop the training
modules for elementary music teachers, grades 4 — 6 on teaching
music based on Kodaly principles and Brain-based learning theory (BBL),
2) to study effectiveness of the training modules. Participants were 14
elementary music teachers, grades 4 - 6 of the Potential Development
Project of Elementary Teachers and Administrators of the Institute for
Gifted and Innovative Learning (IGIL), Thailand. Three types of research
instruments were: 1) the music teaching comprehension test, 2) the
observation forms, and 3) the questionnaire. The music teaching
comprehension test was used to measure teachers’ comprehension
of music teaching before and after the training program. The observation

and the questionnaire forms were used to collect teachers’ behaviors
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and satisfaction towards music teaching after 3 months of training. The
t-test and One-way ANOVA were used to analyze pre — posttest
comprehension in music teaching. Descriptive statistics were used to
analyze teachers’ behaviors and satisfaction.

The results showed that the 12-hour training modules (2-day
program) developed based on Kodaly principles and BBL theory
consisting of 1) Kodaly principles: singing quality, music notation reading
along with hand signs and rhythmic syllables, and the organization of
music subject matter; 2) BBL theory: application of BBL abstract
concepts, active participation, relaxed alertness of teaching. The
program handout consisted of 8 parts. In terms of effectiveness of the
training modules, results indicated that there were significant differences
between pre — posttest scores of comprehension of music teaching
(t=-9.179, df = 13, p < .05). For the average scores, the posttest scores
(M = 12.71) were higher than the pretest scores (M = 7.71). The results
of the follow-up, consisting of the aspects of teacher, teaching, student,
and training program, showed that (1) for the aspect of teacher: the
average of teachers’ opinions towards the arrangement of music
activities level (M = 4.20, SD = 0.63), and the understanding of Kodaly
principles, especially the concept of sounds before signs (M = 3.70,
SD = 0.67) are in the high level; (2) for the aspect of teaching: the
average of teachers’ opinions towards the application of music teaching
technique to enhance students’ learning (M = 3.90, SD 0.74), and the
abilities of teaching music as of the principles (M = 3.90, SD 0.57) are
in the high level; (3) for the aspect of student: the students were the
center of learning is on the high level (M = 3.50, SD = 0.97), and the
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students had positive feeling, happy and enjoyable in learning music
is on the fair level (M = 3.40, SD = 0.70); (4) for the aspect of training
program: the training was able to develop the music content (M = 4.70,
SD = 0.48), and enhance effectiveness of music teaching (M = 4.60,
SD = 0.52) are on the highest level.

Keywords: Music teaching, Kodaly, Brain-Based Leamning. Training modules
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