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Abstract

This research aims to study the history and context of the organization of the Wai Kru rite in Thai classical
music, its different stages of organization and the performing method of the Pipat orchestra to accompany the
Wai Kru rite of Lopburi College of Dramatic Arts. The research methodology was qualitative, consisting of searching
for and collecting information. The study found that the Wai Kru rite in Thai Classical music at Lopburi College of
Dramatic Arts was first organized in 1983, with Ajarn Montri Tramote performing the rite. He continued performing
the rite until 1989. After that, the performers of the Wai Kru rite and the assistants were changed every year but
all of them, eight persons in all, were qualified figures, both in terms of their academic qualifications and their
personal attributes, from the College of Performing Arts and the Bundhit Phatthanasilp Institute, who had been
taught about Wai Kru recitation by Ajarn Montri Tramote. In terms of its context, it was discovered that the current
venue for the Wai Kru rite is the auditorium of Lopburi College of Dramatic Arts. In accordance with local belief,
an outdoor set of offerings was placed in homage to the guardian deities of the outer court of Narai Palace.
Currently, the format and the stages of the rite have meticulously continued to follow what the performers were
taught by Ajarn Montri Tramote. The rite begins on Wednesday afternoon, with sacrificial musical performances
by the alumni of the Office of Music and of other institutions as an act of respect to music teachers. This is
repeated on Thursday morning after the general Wai Kru ceremony. The orchestra playing at the rite is the Pipat
orchestra, consists of senior personnel of the College who have undergone and been blessed with the Na Phat
Ong Phra Piraph music (at full length). The performers of the rite, the assistants and the players of the Na Path
music must prepare sacrificial offerings and a bowl containing the fee to be paid to the music master and they
must prepare themselves to be physically and spiritually ready to bring good fortune upon themselves and
others.
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