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Abstract

The research “Process of Klong Puja Making by Master Yan Songmuaengkaen” aims to study the
context of Puja Drum, the biography of Yan Songmuaengkaen and the process of Making Puja Drum.
Fieldwork was conducted in Nan province 2016 as well as document research and interview with
informants. The research findings show that the population of Nan has a belief that Puja Drum is sacred
and worshipful. There are certain rituals related to Puja Drum including Master Worshiping Ceremony and
Inviting Ceremony for holiness, blessing and harmony amongst villagers. Yan Songmuaengkaen is
recognized amongst people in Nan as an artist and drum maker with local wisdom savant specializing in
drum making, craftmanships, and rituals of Nan Province. He is also honored as the teacher of national
arts in 2015. The making process of Yan Songmuaengkaen’s Puja Drum uses the ancient process. It starts
by determining an auspicious day for drum wrapping and the propitious size of the drum. The drum will
be gouged by end mill and finished with planer. Leather will be put to wrap the drumhead and stretched
by wrenching. Drum rim will be drilled to make holes and hammered with bamboo bolts, then decorated
with rattan or aluminum. The drum contains its heart which is spelled by incantations. Monks and villagers
accept that Yan’s Puja drum is unique because of the bamboo bolts sharpened by hand, not lathe. The
drum rim is covered with rattan or aluminum exquisitely. The drumhead is wrapped and stretched by
wrenching and there is a ceremony to contain the heart of the drum. All of these processes make the

good quality of the drum in its sound, appearance, durability and sacredness.

Keywords: Puja drum / Yan Songmuaengkaen
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