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Abstract

The purpose of this research is to study the historical background of a famous Piphat ensembles
in Nakhon Ratchasima province, well-known as “Piphat Ketkong”, which involves the past events since
there were founded until now.

The Piphat Ketkong” in Nakhon Ratchasima was founded in 1950 by a professional artist “Boonyang
Ketkong”, an instructor who passed on knowledges of Thai traditional music to his disciples. Regarding
his musical knowledge transmission via “Manit Leksungnoen”, a first disciples who is a Thai musician of
“Likay Mae Sa-Ngiam”. After that, there are many Thai musicians in Nakhon Ratchasima have become
KetKong’s disciples totaled 73 persons.

Thai musical performing is held by using the musical instrument, which are mostly provided by
“Boonyang Ketkong”. These are properly equipped for performing both of “Piphat Thai” and “Piphat
Mon” by two musicians “Chaiwat Rosungnoen” and “Chalong Faikocksung” who are in charge of
management all ensembles including collaborate and communicate with others, make a payment of
allowance for all musicians, and expense of musical instrument rental. The major attraction of “Piphat
Ketkong” is uniquely represented by musical performing especially the song authored by “Boonyang
Ketkong”. And also, practice following the customs and manners typified by “Boonyang Ketkong”.

Unfortunately for nowadays, the professional musicians since initial foundation including
“Boonyang Ketkong”, “Chaiwat Rosungnoen” and “Chalong Faikocksung” have died. After that the
“Piphat Ketkong” is still especially performing in “Nah Phat” or the ceremony that particularly hold to
respect their teachers.

Keywords: Piphat ensembles / Piphat Ketkong / Nakhon Ratchasima province
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