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Abstract

This article aims to study the history and status of Yam-silpa Piphat Mon troupe and the
identity of the Troupe’s repertoires which is unique to the Piphat Mon music of Koh Kret Island in
Nonthaburi Province. Qualitative research methodology was used.

The research found that Khru Yam Ronkhao received his training in the traditional Mon mode
from Khru Champa, a master in traditional Pipat music of Koh Kret Island. After the passing of Khru
Champa, Khru Yam inherited his entire set of musical instruments and set up his own troupe under the
name of Yam-silp. The troupe was subsequently inherited by his son, Khru Somijit. After Khru Somijit’s
death, his wife, Thongsup Ronkhao (now deceased), and children have been in charge of the troupe.
With strict adherence the traditional Mon style of music, Yam-silpa Troupe has gained wide recognition
in Koh Kret for its outstanding musical expertise and authentic style of Mon music. It has been
frequently commissioned to play in temple and government functions.

The researcher chose to study four specific repertoires of the Yam-silpa Troupe: Pracham
Wat, Pracham Baan, Chern Sawng Chan, and Phya Ling Khao. For Pracham Wat repertoire, it was
found that Yam-silpa Troupe has a unique form of playing with no repetitive patterns for the entire
repertoire while other troupes usually have a repetition of the 9th sentence. Pracham Baan, Chern
Song Chan, and Phya Ling Khao repertoires share similar musical forms to ordinary Mon repertoires.
Three scales -- Phiang Aw Bon, Phiang Aw Lang, and Chawa -- are found in all four repertoires, with
Piang Aw Bon being the principal scale. Varying degrees of intervals, from the 2nd to the 11th, are used.
In the four repertoires under this study, the 5th and 4th dissonant intervals (Koo Sanoh) and the 8th
and 6th harmony intervals are executed with the hands kept together. The 7th interval was found to be
the most executed interval in these repertoires. The 3rd and 2nd intervals, also dissonant intervals, are
executed with the hands kept together while the 9th, 10th and 11th intervals are executed with the
hands in separate positions. The playing techniques include simultaneous striking with both hands, the
Mon style alternate hand striking, Sabat Khuen (upward slide), Sabat Long (downward slide), and Sadoh
striking. 16 styles of hand movement were identified. The melodies of these repertoires are the adapted
versions of Look Thao technique with the traditional form of emphasizing certain melodic pitches
retained. The opening melodies of the first half of a phrase are imitated by the second half. A total of
15 Look Tok playing styles was also found.

Keywords: Yam-silpa / Piphat Mon
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