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MUSICAL ENSEMBLE OF NOOM SIANG PIN AT BAN LUEAK SUB-DISTRICT OF
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Abstract

The sesearch entitled "Musical Ensemble Of Noom Siang Pin At Ban Lueak Sub-district Of Photharam District In Ratchaburi" is
aimed to study relevant contexts: ensemble, musical instruments, playing style, roles and repertoire. Qualitative research
methodology was employed. The study shows that Lao Wiang ethnic group at Ban Lueak sub-district, Photharam District,
Ratchaburi Province, immigrated themselves from Vientiane to the northeasternpart of Thailand since 1779 A.C. They also brought
the cultural music of playing "Noom Siang Pin" with Khaen and Pin as the main melodic instrument to the new settlement. At
present the music ensemble of Noom Siang Pin was developed by adding the western musical instruments. There are two local
bands in the area; "Pon Phra Shiva" and "Noom Siang Pin." The instruments in the band included Khaen, folk drum, Ching, small
cymbals, large cymbals. Khaen was made up from Mai Sang with metal reeds. This instrument was usually played with 7 and 8
Khaen pipes. The body of a Folk drum was made from Mook wood (Eastindian walnut, Raintree)and stretched up both sides with
membranes. Bass Guitar and Bass Drum were also found in the ensemble. The Lao Wiangs usually used this ensemble to
accompany their annual festivals and ceremonies such as Kin Dong (matrimonial ceremony), Buddhist ordination, Hae Dok Mai
(Flower parade in Songkran festival), Loy Krathong or Boon Duan Sip Song (Twelve’s lunar month festival).

The research findings show that Khaen's melodic forms in the Musical ensemble of Noom Siang Pin mostly fall into a
single-section form. The repetitive melodies and the form of multiple sections were rarely found. The use of penta-centric scale was
common and songs that required advanced skills may have two melodic modes which usually use the avoided pitches of mode for
ornamentation by using the composition of "down-up" melodies mostly. The composed melodies have six main forms: melodic
reduction; the downbeat note arrangement within phrases neatly ordered from low to high; the use of triplets often placed in the
even measures and using four notes in the odd measures; an emphasis and repetition of one pitch within one line; avoiding the
tonic, but using other notes especially the sixth degree in the penta-centric mode of Do (Do Re Me X So La X) as the downbeat
note; a delay of melodic goal.

Keywords: Noom Siang Pin / Lao Wiang / Phothamram District / Ratchaburi Province
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