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Abstract

Thai drums is classified into three categories: tightly stretched, moderately stretched,
and loosely stretched. In general, the problem of overly stretched drum head and thongs
is most common found. The solution is to re-string thongs with great attention to prevent
the damage of head formation. It should remain a circle. If there is a leakage of drum head,
hot glue is applied and sealed with either goat or python hide. In order to fix the deformed
drum head, untighten thongs and re-string them. The most appropriate time to re-string is
at during the time of either sunrise or sunset because humidity in the air is best absorbed
by the drum head. Restring drum heads should be executed at noon because the heat can
damage and break drum heads. If drums are soaked wet, they should be dried immediately
by a heating fan. Drums must be exposed to sunlight. In order to extend the life of drums,
drum heads should be applied with rak liquid (lacquer vanish) and gad oil. Drum heads are
tuned by applying a mixture of mashed cooked rice and ashes together. Synthetic materials

and dried banana crush can be substituted traditional mixture.
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Summary

Maintenance of musical instruments is of great importance to Thai musicians;
especially drum head made of hide that requires special care. Musicians should evaluate
drum heads whether or not they should be repaired or re-stretched. Maintenance for drums
include stringing thongs, repairing leaked drum heads, re-stringing thongs in an appropriate
time and humidity, applying lacquer vanish to extend drum life, and treatments for drum

heads when they are overly humidified.
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