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THE DISASTER OF AMSTERDAM IN DUTCH GOLDEN AGE PAINTINGS OF 17TH CENTURY
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Abstract

This article is originated from my observation about how the theme of prosperity and
glory of Amsterdam and the Dutch Republic was frequently used in the paintings of the Dutch
Golden Age in 17th century. Even though it is common that we find, most of the time, such
optimistic perspective, praise of local heroes, or national wealth represented in art objects, every
country has its dark period. Thus, it is very interesting to study images that can refer to difficult
time of Amsterdam and the Dutch Republic through these paintings that | came across. A close
look in pictorial details and some historical informations are discussed in both socioreligious and
political contexts. The first art work by anonymous painter reveals Amsterdam’s position in the
Eighty Year’s War as well as the question about the salvation of the Dutch Christians. Protestant
souls will be saved while those of the Roman Catholic Church will be doomed. The other
paintings, especially a landscape by Gerrit Berckheyde, on the other hand, expose the
tumultuous political situation in the city and in the Dutch Republic. Between 1650 and 1672,
besides the Franco-Dutch War, the deprivation of the House of Orange-Nassau from national

leader’s position provoked chaotic circumstances in the city and the young Republic.

Keywords: Amsterdam / Dutch Republic / Disaster / Shipwreck / Eighty Years’ War / Landscape /

Golden Age
91138 a5, MAdviruRad ausfaunssumans Pnainsaluniviends, Kitsiin@gmail.com
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ASARAAITIEN 17 Twesgiausessuwnuaglinuiuanumeusnisiuesegiadunsdiiey

(Keyes 1990) fawdinlun3mdwesn3ananisswnIsinsIuaIndnguuazdsuaainliidesuas
a1s1susganegluaniunisainianisiliesienndiuinededs luasadanissen 18 duysnuas
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i [ =) | Aa o 49( A o = [ v A
asunauldnaeululiewiniiinudAnduudsiusuanesaudsnniduveslsasly a.a. 1787
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Tu a.d. 1795 nawinufifdSuaadidadowiitiuazinaduaisisusguinnisunsunnged
TuuNUNSPazuIUNATRILL eIl A.A. 1806 HBNLINT18IALALULNLA SALIISIVI9ABBLS UIAD I UUN

I3 v a fa d' ::1' 1 (v} I3 e‘::l' [~ a d! 1 %
AULIIUNERSITaLAsUN 1 WAITITeIUIINTIULSaShaus D udaselu A.A. 1813 Feluvnady
ATARAAITIEN 19 diemduamesaunduinddngnmniuasugianazgnaivnssuilanaudnass
(De Voogd 2003)

ININTTUYANDIVBAULTOTUAUA LUATAAARITTYN 17 Faliinunimitiausniumeusves
\insduawmasaneg1atnau Tunmsesiudny Snnunniidefenuiisesveileseg g
Insnssuvuurslivudveudelulusia (5enang ae. 1606-1607) Wunimaesdgyanwaives
1Y) su = & a a L | ¢ . Ao A =
suameiiuTulundeusansiensiguisnugauanysal (Cornucopia) luvaendnilanilaiasuy

a ¥ 1 A ¥ U 1 £ A G d’l a a A,
antan Tulgummdiwimeiaduduiuegniedieiie WsewuunsziUoafumn (.. 1650) vesraly
Artus Queillinus dmsunnussUseauminturesrarinnisdiewuanesfudadunmdydnualves
MUY 4 AFILEAIAIINAITIZADA AN Ul LA DTAL ¥I0IIUTATNTTU (F2NI9 ALA. 1656 -

1711) Nwan9nanNuLInIailndlngdnsns Gerard de Lairesse

Al 1 “Suawoidumudnaenisdivedlan”  nmdl 2 “wiuis 4 ieamaanswSuame sy
1ne Pieter Isaacsz Ine@atu Artus Quellinus
awdSuuuHulE v11R 79.4 X 165 cm nziloafuLn 9u1n 90 x 415 cm
Jouans o Rijksmuseum NIISNaLRADIAY Jauans o Rijksmuseum N3I8NaLADIAY
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AN 3 “ANULIRIUIDNANBTAU” InY Gerard de Lairesse
AnaUNsTLULEN U vuNe 130 x 144 cm
Jouans o Amsterdam Museum NJ9SUANBSAY

ag9lsAmuUsINguInInssunutauladauansiiasessesnunisuzveiinmissenly
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1. AMNWAUNIYULVDIDUALNDIAUTIUANEAARANITITEN 16 washunsandnlssun 17 Tuusun
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AN 4 “Sesudnesaudulne” tnedatudsunu

angdfuuuslu Yuin 126 x 178 cm
dnuans  National Maritime Museum NF4RBUABY ANIIUBIUIINT

(%
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v (3

ANA 5 “é’waﬂwmaqé’mama%ﬁm%’usfmmaqmwﬁwmﬂgu” (A.A. 1701)

o

AL lae Ludolf Bakhuysen

T A.A. 1595 Cornelis de Houtrnan ©n&1519uasnefadng 0and1579na1nLA3 0N A
wavdulailioseie 4 & 5lde 1éun uesilea (Mauritius) sedulfie (Hollandia) awinu (Duyfken)
way suamodsa (Amsterdam) Tneflidevosanfitensuanedsuiusuusadunsiavmaiiovans
A6, 1596 (Swart 2007) Wuditraulaineuvesdaludsuiuduiifunimfiviausi3essniy
UsgiimansvesnsauvesiSefivesuamesiumiol mnudnuiuiinlsiouimdsenisegaleud
ﬁnﬂ%nﬁaﬂﬁuﬁgﬂﬁymammmmwzLa Feldnsetunmiidaluaaudetisle egrslsfinin aamw

LYY

o i A v oA A o Avy a Ya a  a A a o A a
ﬂﬂﬂaqqaqﬁ]ﬁalﬂjqLiENﬁTJsU@QLﬁaa’]u‘lﬂf\!@%u’]uu’u’]ﬂ@i%ﬂaﬂuu3uq3~l'ﬂ’]@Lﬁa‘mﬂqa\iaUUqQWN

Tryanualveadesegvneise

Tuvuzifeaiy vesasiinunmiselulfsdydnwaliineatesiuiideisodunain Aunds
waglania lusuninfiurives Pieter Bruegel the Elder dgydnualuiandnunis (Spes) Busguu
duaiieluvazimisdeiiolTonatgaiiasdulne (Klein 2014:49) anununeveinindsanuniadu
daddgylunanntaymiguns awfiuvives Florentius Schoonhovius 1ugudgdnvalveslynaindu

P =

sguugnlanuaznideuasviandedisenmasay Wesngiuliiiuas lyaann (wease) Anfeuniay

o
v v &

auaalaynilovaizindaudilunuunsay enmaswmutuimszlualiidnt1edues (Schoonhovius
1618:15)
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mwﬁ 6 “AINUNI” (A.A. 1559-1560) mwﬁ 7 “lmann” (A.f. 1618)

1alag Pieter Bruegel the Elder 1m8 Florentius Schoonhovius
Awsilae Philips Galle AMALARINUTINED Emblemata
AMNAUN YUIA 22.6 X 29.3 cm, AU o 1oe Gouda LuLsOILAUR

IAWENS 4 Museum of Modern Art 388350

Tunuresfaludsunlifidydnvalvesaunis wazn1sinudsdyanvalifeaduleaain

tulivhasdululieswnlugisinuduilgnie Wewuawesiudilivsyauiulywiasugiala o
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UBNIINU George S. Keyes RLUEITIYNWNANUIIUIATNTIUNZLANAL (Marine Art) WUIININ
SeduUnduiluntenlunmy@aluyisndiiiodetisdniygy uveysdNfotiunisuasonanuiy
guassAuIN LY eTIn Asiunmisenuaulunsaiauenun sndeianuaIuguUeatiInuyYd way

Balunintuffensdetsonanuazanuaunassninsuyudiunszidn Tuasanfaliununmizedes
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welunzian1aanmannage faudunaatuves Rembrandt (Keyes 1990)

Al 8 “wszieelunsianiaa” (1633) lng Rembrandt
AmEUNTLUuRI U 2U1A 160 x 128 cm
Jagtugamneluann Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum
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?i’mﬂ’l‘wL%aéu‘ﬁugﬂisﬂuudaﬂLLaxflﬂ’J’mmJ’l“dL%Qﬁ@ﬁﬂiﬁﬂhﬁ]ﬂﬂ’liﬁ’lﬁ’]&ﬁ’lﬂ WU Wi
Widesmsvanediedalauuaziiiosinlusg ﬁaﬁwﬂwwwﬂﬂ%’jﬂqmﬁm (Keyes 1990, Goedde 1989)
MomafinmveaFenaziieridssuieingaldluvunmsaianmaun Jsliiwvanladimin
Aatudsuuldudusnionssiimansvaaiedmaduamesdudeiildndnlundr dunninami
Tussifunisuansoonnismaun mseluyuneswes Keyes tuszyidatusndntlifionianm
SeaunuuseiR1ans (Keyes 1990)

Tugnsasnsiuulndulszning a.a. 1568 f a.a. 1648 uasnsiuaIauIsznIngaLiy
UssinauvsinelsfuamednduilaewssidWaun 2 fuanssassdndinlaeidvnsueIouns
s1denisusiigeinisuendniudaszuaseninielusmaunufduidniendn luasasiui
suameisduilesgninednsasininareauauiied a.a. 1578 (De Voogd 2003, Hart 2014)

NS edUAWmBTANSUUN elTevauIen1egeiialun nysng UV N TERINS O

= < o a 0 a a a  fa ! &
Wiguumunuvesinelsduaimedn Tuvueiivniasadineluswaunudliimisnglyyinmang
o = | Ay o A o v ' Ly 4 a =
guslufegunszudinidae wenanntifaluduiuanuuandssenitsviesindediauazdane i
Wannfisfuuasainvanlanivzatouauasdedainglunisdneiioveanin aauuanaandaul
Wigulalounmuasusniuadssd wasiamssidnadgazdmulingudsentinlunmlviiugylug

1 a = < ¥ o A o ¢ v Ao w < v | v S v
wHuAunIeaziluinznsdneile Weduawmesaulunmimauludunuveuilewduana sy
wiFgnuiunssuU IS s uadliouAuR NN SlasluYI9 a1 LAY Nenandsnuiung
seanuinelusinaunud Tuvagnisewisidnelsduanednnisdetetimiludanumens lanuiu
Finiifuns (Goedde 2008)
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1 = ¥ =

afla Muduiliidrunaaienfaiuauinsnssudunilaves Adraen Pietersz. van de Venne
ANATTeI1 “n159nInTeyeyrau” (Fishing for Souls) gnaadulu e.a. 1614 dausnmauluise
masldinaadiomuamazimlodeaunegluii Fadunisseuiisusenindnelsduamedniieg
mardenulinglsmannudegnisgneionaadeimegudngeyiniadliunduietinig
voe0u Aatudunizevesinelsinauaudlnednndiegiuntivesnmnioutunalisulinisls
= o & a Ay vy VN o a P a ed o @
Weanuiliasgeenauluvasidulivesdainelsiuamedniluliisaclsy aseiindiignuauadan
dosuasanilelimeluswannuddnime Seuwslinglsduaimednaztmiynasaniugainuiiauy

wileufuasmeiiufiogd1umds (Van Thiel 1976:565)
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A1 9 “n1sendedeyeyies” (Fishing for Souls, A.A. 1614)
Tme Adriaen Pietersz. van de Venne
AT Tuuulsd vue 98 x 189 cm

0w a4 Rijksmuseurn NSdUAMDIAY

namsearlunsiafgumieulifinnuvuiladnds wiaswdlaudslosgnsdinuuag

maumdunislulszifmansddgyvoaiosduawmeiiu uazlnsanized19Bwesasisusgand
Y - =t 9 a ¢ =i 2 & = o wa sal ]

ANNAURIUNIINSWaslunTmdvesnsadanissun 17 AdudnnimiveslseTRmansidimase

SUINTNTTUDE UL

2. AMNAMUNIYULVDIDUANDIANTLNING ALA. 1650 wag A.A. 1672 TuuSunninisiiiag

A9 10 AIMNBITUAADY Herengracht WBUAWMBIALLNLDINAAREIUAN (A.A. 1672)
1nY Gerrit Berckheyde
adunuuuld aun 40.5 x 63 cm

I9uens a4 Rijksmuseumn NeduaMDIAY
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AMAIMBITUARBY Herengracht wisduamasduyunesaIniiansiunn tunauves

[
P=1

Genit Berckheyde gniffudnwiitfifissaust Riksmuseumn Aatluanaiwdiviimiiilossuamossu
0T a.a. 1672 Inewiuanitnenssusnniiisimisssued nmdnuaaiivenslumunassiiulais
duldiudiEnduiior Turasiinssfimansvoadionud3unasauvisidfuliogily Seluniniuy
AatiuldranmiuslupiionfusvnusuilleefimednefedduliGesmelunmunaes uandiiud
Berckheyde aslafiazliinadulifadlulua

AT 11 ANBITUAaDY Herengracht WiBlaLmaIAvLNNBINTiAnzTuAN (A.A. 1672)
1y Gerrit Berckheyde
AWANSIAA YUA 17.9 x 37.5 cm 9AULEAS 8l Amsterdam City Archives

Jumirdunadnlusnuiasnssududuresdaluyiisndagnuiuliogussnss duguain
a o ¢ - « .y = & v = a oA
fvimiuazysenu “Haarlemmersluis” gnanlusns a.a. 1670 dadunminuisesusunaouriailos
PUANOIANVDIAaTUUN Jan van der Heyden Aatlusinadsiu Berckheyde

At 12 dtemiduaumeituuazUsgguin Haarlemmersluis (A.f1. 1670)
1ay Jan van der Heyden
awdiiifuuuldl unm 44 x 575 cm
IAuaAn9 U Rijksmuseum N398uALABIAY
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uenanAIL L iuTIngludmsnssutuil 337RaTudanistunatiazn Tnelvuasdes
ahaamginunainlureifndulngedlunnuiia ABsildnminiaidlesuanossututgasi
waieanie wazdliowIsuiisunnsiesiitlunuduilfusnuves Heyden avnuinauaslavosd
ﬁaqﬂﬂiamlﬂﬁqgﬂmaLLazﬁ’qmzmaqr’fauLmﬁ?ulmm@mﬁuimaé’m%q wsgviasilusuues Heyden

Uuuaniidingnluvaed Berckheyde MA@ UnaguuazAnauluniviosih

Gerrit Berckheyde §slénnn niinsiaduiaieafuilsnuidstulaeiduninainnidia
arusonlnefiiidnuaradendsiunuiuiindruedranniiesandunmeesduiiesinensn
JunaesfatusarlifiFulsl wihvsihiuaslanhauduiilfiiausteunt udauddnmeuay
Wanasniemeidmeanunsadudalaluau

AMNN13 AVaL3UARBY Herengracht Widuamasauyuuenfianziueen (a.a. 1671-1672)
1Y Gerrit Berckheyde
aEunsiuuuld 9um 425 x 58 cm

JAuana i Rijksmuseum N398uALABIAY

2
v 23

AagTioumuiinuusENundaenndeaiuunnIf Joost van den Vondel lausiusuuly

s o

UiReaiuty naIINATsIEsAIILANNYBININAINBITUAREY Herengracht WIBNAMBIALLNLBY

9
o A

niangIunnudl wildnadfs “iesfulsuaa” NUnAquaNamsALLaTaIsITUSTANT Fa7

AdgulaenunUseiiusuuansl el

Berkheide maelt de Heeregracht

Naer't leven, waerdigsh om t'aenschouwen.
Koop Schilderkunst : vermy het bouwen.
Waerom? 't is Fransche middernacht:

Dus wacht op eenen heldren morgen.

In huisbouw steeken moeite en zorgen.

(Kloek and Middelkoop 2012:30)
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Berckheyde 2119Aaav Herengracht

T30 waealuY a0
wFaandnsnTsy vannidinsu

iluniznie? dreenuidituiedunfuaa
esags03asiaInela
nsneassthusauimsusyiuazaude

(nenrulneidew)

FeviAdldsaunnitinedenaaststussulnazdunisidssusuianisasradlosnanunse

loslufenisgnsusazanzasasulaeanizegeBeasnsuiudiueg widsddgluunnasuilide

o 1 a

A7 “WeaAuRSuAa” (Fransche middernacht) dunsngfisgiananiindaiinesingd Sauaaynlaui
suamesAuuazaIssusgandly a.a. 1672 Fadudinmilgniie mnuaiiasesluanuinsnssudull
f19nABNg1AI8UNNaauvas Joost van den Vondel vinlsinanitavimiiguilowduninsssunn

& = = A o %Y =2 a = = o @ Y
naedunniuansfianeusvesieuamesausiuluianmdslavesyidemieudinse e
a15150usgandeaniideasnsuiunsaa

TudiReaiuty Jan van Wijckersloot 1100179991 “VYusiannsuz” (Allegory of the
Disaster Year) Nuansfieninuvayuasfuaniunisainfsnsonlusening a.e. 1650 uay A.A. 1672

v 6

MiladuanasANBILaE Na515STANG

Amii1a “Yusiemeuz” (A.e. 1672) Tag Jan van Wijckersloot
AwATsLElY Yune 43 x 37.5 cm

I9uens a4 Rijksmuseumn NeduaMDIAY
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Tunweneaunieifaninsusudiunidmiumieutuionssauluvildinednaunilg
alunseaslutu nwlunseauivilisenuiiaosgaiudndunmadaesuiuiiuegludaioingn
v$e Uszpiidumadroanvesdaliigniats duvuresnszasfunmaedlifitusguuns
nondad nszgawlunuininssuiuddefasnsmsevitminaawariusesuaudlul 1672
lruagnsnondadifuiunuresiunauarszuaundnid definsessvdlutinardufensadd
vaedi 14 lurneiadaiiviaduiedasisassindfivoutt daureassadlunin weauusnan
vinnifvuddy Wisuasloudheaduayuidmneiadend 3 wissvsdesiiud (Oranje - &) 1o

Snauludensady nandewnludaduayudisignisinguisasisasghie Johan de Wit
(Bok and Jansen 1995)

v o 6

n§rnfindesdiadond 2 arssenlu A 1650 sewinaliduauds e, 1672 arsnsusiad
aneglunnzviaginilesainidneiadeond 3 Uszgivdsnsarssanveanszian Tuvasifedtu
Johan de Witt 1ugi1n1355809aUaUs (Grand pensionary) isa3ilesduanesiueliluig
nereruynidnadiefnfunistuasesssvondimeiadond 3 wiouduusssiumisginag
g9anvesasnsasy Welinaudanioatuliuaaaunseiainasmsnluiign s1ugsdnlng
afuayunIndunressTsdeniiud SnviedslinelaiSnisunasasuos Johan de Witt WanLu1

a a

Zondedliidmeiadend 3 Gufiinussdufimffiemiaior mendmnldsuueidln
funmseslusginanosdusuazsgamsnd luilgadimeiadend 3 Aidnasesssesauausluliou
nsngAundsaniinesindfuaalianusafdossuaweitulfidesaniinisudesiinndisthdu
(Troost 2005) faUs1nga nfiuansnmyesi1venyuifiongiiies 22 Yinsuiidunfides

duawasauns1adnnulut 1672

AN 15 NSl DI0UAMBSAUVRWINTEIAALUT 3 (A.A. 1672)
1n8 Romeyn de Hooghe

ANAUN FAUEAS U Teylers Museum iasanaiau (Haarlem)
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i lun1enda Johan de Witt laareanainnisiluginnissyeeanaudluioudaniay
wagUIuAgIAuguYi e kazdesigaudstianseuduiissliuviulszaiu fesing
AMNIA7 Jan de Baen 1alusEnINg A.A.1672 819 A.A.1675 (Grijzenhout 2015)

AN 16 Anaesiiamszna De Wit

Jan de Baen 1ALl A.A. 1672-1675
AETsuLElU YR 69.5 X 56 cm

JAuana i Rijksmuseum N398uALABIAY

anunsaltuileanduawesiueuasNas susgandlagsunduan Jug uaznavgn
taueN1uUAaULlANaIN9199U LALUIUYBY Berckheyde nduLansdunaIiueaniInigeey
HIunnvirlduwauesTulivedfaluillienanaesawmsnisallugieiaiiu

unasy
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wimnusasesweniiosduamesiuiazaisisusgandladwnduidelunudalzedi
uwnsnanelunSadamssuil 17 uinudnsnssulasamznmiesuanosfusuuuazAmessunass
Herengracht usuaMDSTuyLLaINTARE Tumn it ldFnuotrsaziBeadufunudynnisdsay
maun wagnenisideweuflosduameifunararsisuigininifaludesaudoniiazinaus
venimilelunitty vu 2 Fuddadufedwesnuinsnssuiinansofiauainamiiuanstenis
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