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PRINCIPLES AND PERFORMANCE METHODS FOR TAPHON AND KLONGTAD
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Abstract

The performance methods for Taphon and Klongtad accompanying Phleng na-phat
is a great concern to Thai traditional musicians. This article present principles and
performance methods for Taphon and Klongtad. First, it is presented with an attention to
enable Thai drummers to perform with ease. Secondly, Thai traditional should learn the
role and the coordination of Taphon and Klongtad as they are playing with each other.
Thirdly, Thai drummers must be able to apply rhythmic cycles correctly according the call
made by an officiant in a Wai Khruu ceremony. Lastly, Thai drummers should know
principles of specific performances and learn the melodies with teachers in order to make

a total completeness of performance.
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Summary

Principles and performance methods for Taphon and Klongtad in Phleeng Na-phat is
defined by an appropriate weight hitting on drum heads by a drummer while accompanying
Na-phat repertoires, a knowledge of roles of Taphon and Klongtad in Phleeng Na-phat, the
usage of rhythmic cycles in accordance with a Wai Khruu officiant. Thai drummers should
consider performance methods for each specific melody and should learn with a teacher
thoroughly in that Na Phaat repertoire is considered a sacred and highly regarded pieces. It

should be performed with appropriate manners and respect.
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