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Abstract

This thesis aims to examine and analyze the performing style as well as the
significant impacts of the characteristic dance style of Professor Dr. Naraphong Charassri on
the social contexts through the use of review data and field data.The research reveals that
Professor Dr. Naraphong Charassri has been an important influence on the contemporary
Thai dance circle. His works can still outshine the works of present-day contemporary Thai
dance artists. Based on data from Dr. Vijuta Vudhaditya’s research on criteria for the
honoring of dance artists, Professor Dr. Naraphong Charassri qualifies as a pioneering artist
in contemporary Thai dance for his exceptional and unique performing styles. His works
are recognized for its philosophical, religious, cultural and Thai identity values as well as
for their impacts on the promotion of the performing art in relation to its social contexts.
The works of Professor Dr. Naraphong Charassri are outstanding in their multi-dimensional
characteristics, which make it difficult for any artist to follow in his footsteps even to this
day.

Keywords: Contemporary Thai dance / Modern dance
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