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Abstract
This thesis aims to examine the performance styles of the heroine, by the name of Sao Krua Fah, in the Sao
Krua Fah musical performance, which have been transmitted by the College of Dramatic Arts. It also aims to study
the history and elements of this musical performance through documentary research, interview, observation, stage
performance, videos, photographs and the researcher’s direct experiences in a Sao Krua Fah musical performance.
The research findings reveal that Sao Krua Fah musical performance was originated in the reign of King Rama
V by HRH Prince Naradhip Prapanpongse. It was performed for the first time, with great success, at a Songkran Festival
fair held at Suan Dusit Palace. Subsequent performances were held at Preedalai Theater. Sao Krua Fah musical
performance gained entry into the College of Dramatic Arts with the introduction of two dance teachers, Khun Khru
Chaluey Sukhawanich and Khun Khru Lamun Yanakupta. It was originally performed at the National Theatre in 1979.
Since then the performance has been passed on to only four generations of performing artists. There are eight key
elements in the performing styles of the heroine of Sao Krua Fah. 1. The heroine sings, dances and speaks on her own
with a chorus backing up, leading and interjecting in the singing at certain points. 2 .There are two types of dancing:
solos and duos. 3. There are four dance styles: Rum Tee Bot, dancing to the melody, dancing to the dialogue, and
speaking without dancing. 4 . Natural human gestures are modified into more balanced, elegant and convincing
gestures. 5. Dramatic dance pattemns in the tradition of ancient Thai performing art are incorporated into the bathing
and getting dressed scenes. 6. The singing is performed in the singing styles and melodies of the Central and northern
regions. Alternating slow and fast tempos are adopted to distinctively convey different emotions of the performer. 7.
The central and northern Thai dialects as well as the Laotian and English languages are used. 8. The story evolves
through the display of a large variety of emotions that closely reflect senuine human nature in the traditional style of
Thai dance performance. The central and northern region costumes are adopted in Sao Krua Fah musical
performance. The costumes come in two styles: normal day-to-day and traditional Thai dance costumes. As an
impetus for the creation of many styles of modern Thai drama, Sao Krua Fah reflects the importance of Thai drama
performance and is in itself worthy of sustainable preservation and development efforts.
Keywords: Sao Krua Fah / Modern drama performance / Musical performance / Musical performance with

chorus
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